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The PRE FACE . 
To the Reader. 9 


| HE Contagion of bad Principles and evil 
l Practices us of ſo diſfuſtue and ſpreading a 
BK MNature, that it calls for the moſt Soveraiyn 

Antidote to prevent the Infection, and to be 
preſerv d from the permcious Influence of them. 

And becauſe the Poiſon of thu Kind i moſt frequent- 
ly and fatally convey d in ſeditious Libels and Pam- 
þblets, it may not be altogether an unprofitable Tas, to 
take out the Sting and Venom of them, that they may 
not or miſlead unwary Readers. 

Our Bleſſed Saviour caution d hu Diſciples againſt 
the Leaven of the Phariſees, which was of ſeveral 
ſorts, to wit, the Leaven of pride, by which they ſwell a 
and exalted themſelves ; the Leaven of hypocriſy, by. 
which they deceiv d and beguil d Others with empt 
Shews without Subſtance ; the Leaven of malice, by | 
which they ſour d and embitter d Men's Minds againſt 
each other; and the Leaven of error and falſe Do- 
Ctrine, by which they drew many from the Truth , to 
believe Lies and Impoſtures: and there are but to many 
of theſe modern Phariſees or Separatiſts in our days , 
who poiſon the People with bad Principles both of Reli- 
gion and Government, Aud if a little Leaven (as the 
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: run and corrupt a whole Country. 
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the Spleen or Paſſion of any, or create any Pain n 
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Apoſtle tells 00 leaveneth the whole Lump, 4 great 
deal infus d and infinuated by falſe 7 may over- 
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To obviate and prevent thu, is the Deſgu of the fol- 
lowing Letters, vix. to gurge out this Old Leaven, 
to ſatisfie. and fweeten Men's Minds, that they may be- 
come a new Lump,and ſerve God with the unleavened 
Bread of N and . ; 

This Antidote for that in e, more of 

ck Peace and 


private Welfare of all Perſons, than of Corroſtves to move 


umn 


eaſmeſs in 2 for whom #8 a — And if it be 

t will fnd a greater 
Reaſon to comply with the Whnleſonnaſs of the Preſcri- 
ption, than to complain of « 5 cn ar Thar n 
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5 | Receiv'd the Pamphlet you were lend to ſend me 
to peruſe; — T he Proteflent Difeenters Hopes 
from the preſent Government freely Declar d. 
Wberein I was in ſome Hopes of finding the bit 
— Party, making ſome nearer Steps towards an Agree: 
ment and Conformity with the Eſtabliſh'& Church; as the 
only' way and means to the Auaining of the fo much de- 
fired Union. 25 
But in ſtead of that; I find them goin farther of, — 
labouring ſtill to Continue and Encreaſe the Diviſions; 
ons and Cavils againſt 
which have been frequently and fully An- 
ſwered and Exploded by many Pious and Learned Writers 
of-the Church 2 England. 

However, This Pam r ſeems Reſol va not to drop 
the Cauſe ſo; but having ſome more than Ordinary hopes 
from the preſent Poſture of Affairs, he purpoſes to make 
what- uſe and — he can of them for the gaining 
ſome farther Points to the Party 

Lou ſee, Sir, Liberty — will not vlaſk „tis Do- 
minion and Authority they aim at, and ſeem uneaſy and 
unwilling to be ſatisfied without 1 5 being {til thirſty and 


| gaping after it, And therefore He is fo far from Healing, 


at he ſeeks ro Widen our Breaches, and lays aſide all 
thoughts of an Accommodation, except upon his own 
Terms: as by a ſhort View of what he writes _ como 

ly appear. v unde 
In the Beginning of his Letter he tells his Friend in 
London, how the Diſſenters were generally Surpriz/d at 
2 Propoſal made by the Reverend Dottir Sherlock in bit 
Sermon before the FHlonourable * of Commons, where- 
in 


"To. 5 
hr 0 * 
be groundlſs Fears of ſome 


IT 48 it n 


Church-men, an 8 iT unreaſonable Hebe and 


Expettations of Diſfenters, as the beſt Expedient to pro- 
mote the Peace 45 both of Church and wi 


which things, if well Stated. and Qbſervd, would go a 
great way 0 hd accompliſhing of thoſe good Ends: 4 — 
ope 


and Fear are the two o Rule Paſſions of Mens 
Mind, that command and govern all 4 5 
move and turn upon thoſe two Hinges, to wit, 


Hopes of Obtaining ſome poſlible Goods, and the 22 
Su ining ſome probable Exil. 1 
And where there are different Parties and;F wh 


there will necellarily be different Hopes and Fears about 
theſe Matters; The — and jealouſſes 2 the one Side (as 
the Doctor wiſely obſerves) natarally encreaſing with the 
Hopes and Expectations of the Other, without knowing 
or enquiring 60g 9s | ge of! Foundation, LN: is for 
= r. So that {o-Nuret 7 Angry irit t it among 
„ twill be requiſite to reduce WE Paſſions io their 
| Right Objects, to keep them within their Proper Bounds, 
and to ſee upon what Grounds, they ſtand, that e may 
all Act upon ſound Principles, be content to Obey on 
' the ſame Terms, on which his A ha hach dale hir 
h ſelf dif pos d to Govern. af) 
2 . which 2 the Reverend Doctor fitly — 
the Allaying. of all anale F ears, and the Supprelſin 


of all SrezLaable Ho 


Now the Diſſenters n (and perhaps right- 


ly engugh) that the Church-mens Fears cannot. well be 
Allay d but by Suppreſſing the Diſſenters Hopes, moves 
them to make all the Exceptions they can againſt Both, 
which muſt be therefore duly and impartially examin d-. 
And Firſt, This Author takes Occaſion to Reflect up- 
on the Fears of {ſome Church-men, which he fays,, are as 
groundleſs , unreaſonable, and ill-natur'd as even enter d 
into the Mind of Man, And ſo indeed they Way; a _y 

are ſuch as he repreſents tbem. 
L“et us ſee then what theſe Fears are, chat we may che 
bener know * to ae or Remove them, To cl 

 whic 
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Actions, — — 
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cha ing dome Church men with bothaivglhu co , 
The Pretended Fears, (he tells us) axe off he 
Danger under his Majeſties, Adminiitration. Now theſe 
according to him are only Prezended, but no Real Fears, 
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about theſe; matters, When they inwardly Fear no ſuch 
thing, for Pretended Fears can ſigniſie no wore, nor riſe 
any higher, then feigned or imaginary Nes 
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believe, that they are ſeit'd with trembling. fits, with tr 
greateſt aread and horror, when indeed, there is no ſuch 
matter. The truth is, fince his Majeſties, Royal ,Declaray 
tion of his Reſolution to preſe 
of England as by Law ih d, and to make the Con- 
ſtitution in Church and State the Rule of his Goverment 5 
I believe there are few or none ſeizd ot poſſeſs d with 
any ſuch Panick Fears about it; they think themſelves 
ae in his Majeſties Royal Word, and are not inclina d to 
fear where no Fear is. Eſpecially ſinee he in his own per- 
ſon and Family are {tri&t Obſervers of the Rules and Rites 
of che Chutch, and have never made any one Step to the 
Diminiſhing either of us Doctrine, Diſcipline, or Commy- 
nion. And 1 think we may truly aflirm, that the Diſ- 


PP. Gl Drone ro Mi. on un 


ſenters are more afraid of his Majeſties Deſjgn of Upholds 
Garn 


ing and Maintaining the Church, than any 

ö of his Altering or Overturning it. uh nn 

| The main of the matter is, the Diſſenterzs would fain 
have Church men entertain and publiſh-ſach Fears of the 
Churches Danger under his Majeſties Adminiſtration, to 


an Occaſion ta upbraid them with theſe A pprehen ons; 


| 
nncenſe the Government againſt them, that they! may lind 
| 


upon us by them, which 

8 Devices of Diſſenters, of which 
| We are nat ignorant. „ POS oof 
But if the Church were in any Real Danger 
chanks be to God) we have no juſt Cauſe io tuſpeR,' the 


and make their own Advantages 
is one of the Artifices anfl De 


Danger proceeds not from his Majeſtices Adminiſtration 


upon whoſe Royal Promiſes, Principles, and Protection 
we may ſafely Relie; but from the 2 75 
B. Practiſes 
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that is, they may ſeem to Diſſenters to have ſome Frars 
.D 222 
account he himſelf tells us, that the word baue rbem 


eſerve and deſend the Church 


„ Which 
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Pridtiſes of thoſe who ſeek to corrupt its Doctrine by e- 
relies, to undermine 1s Dilcipline by Schiſm, and ws 
vide its Worſhip and Communion by Separation; this 
the Riſe of all our Fears; and the Occaſion of all the- 
Troubles aud Diſturbances that annoy uus. , 
Whereas This Author aſeribes cho Churchcavene Feat 
ſometimes to Lurberan Diemics, meaning the King and 
Royal Family, on purpoſe to traduce them e ee 
went, and to Nite its Diſpleaſure upon them. 
At other times he affirms more  rrly, tarthe Churches 
Danger roceeds in a great mea om Atheiſtz, Deiſts, 
Seines and the Ie, and not without Reaſon, for the 
Church ever was and will be i in Danger from Nen of bad 
Principles and Wieked Lives. 
But here too, He cannot forbear an terien iwie 
tion, as if Church men thought the Government deſigu d 
to advance Such as theſe for the Ruin of the Preſent Eſta- 
bliſhment. The Hinting whereof is no ſmall Refleftion 
on his Majeſty and the Preſent Miniſtry. 4 © » 
Lea, to Render the Clergy Odious, and to Serve theit 
own Ends upon them, He brings them in as fearmg 
Ning himſelf to be a Presbytekian , and the Biſhops 
eels of #4 Perſuaſion , which is to ander the foot- 
2 s Mibinted, and to /; ery evil of Dignities. The 
Character of thoſe that are reſerv d for the Judgment a 
_ the laſt Day. 
But in wn things this Aue ale more his own 

Wiſhes, than others Fears, for to ſhew how well he is 
pleas d with this Subject, he tells a Story of a Clergy-man 
in Huntingdonſhire, who lately inform d his Friend, that 
many of his Pariſhioners had been fully perſwaded, That 
the King goes to the Presbyterian-Meeting-Houſes in Lon- 
don, and that One of Number was lately made a 
Biſhop „which they ſo firmly believ d, that tho he la- 
bour d much in the point, yet could not convince them 
of the contrary. 

Now how ſtrange and abſurd: lan: theſe things way 
appear to wiſe Men; tis not to be doubted, but this Au- 
thor would gladly ſee them veritied and brought to pals: 
and their Diſciples would greatly rejoyce to find the _ 
venticles 
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from Mas little kind of Mem, the Diſſenters, dere they 
who ate great in their own E being 
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entieles ady 
re they of D 
moſt of Union. 
But chat which moſt ſenfibl 
s the Doctors repreſenting this Danger a chiefily aiim 


4 


yes Cannot bear the 


and the le of qur Saviqur would teach them to 


lowly. in Heart, and little in their own Eyes; and they 


who will be thought great here ſhall be called, lealt in ts 
Kipgdom of Heaven, Ii this is the'Guiſe of Diſ- 
ſenters, ta Leſſen others to. Greaten themſelves, and in. 


ſtead of Efleeming others better than tbemſelves, to Blazan, 


others Faults and to Magnifie-their own Vertues. Hence 


this Pamphleter to exalt the Party tells us, that were we) 
better acquainted with, them, ve bound find them mare. 


Conſiderable, than they are repreſented, which Conlider: 
ablencſs appears more in the great Trouble they give, than 


in any good Service they do either to King or Country, 
Theit pretended Affection to the Government is no other 
than a Party- zeal, and their Aggravating the Misbehaviour 
of others, but a Pleading their on Merits to gain Favour 
to their Cauſe. So that the Churches Danger, if it be in 
any, mult procted chiefly from theſe men, who bear an 
evil Will to it, diſcover d by their Deſtroying its Unity, 
and Withdrawing the People from its Worſhip and Com: 
munion; and if the Common Enemy ever comes in, 1 
muſt be by the Breaches they have and continue to make 
among us. Their Rule is, Druide & impers, Divide the 
People to domineer over them. And becauſe a Charth. or 


Houſe divided againf? it ſelf cannot and, they promote 


Diviſion to procure Dominion, or to compals its De. 
ſtrustin. x in Art Me gn 
But there is one great Fear more of Church · menz (faith 


he) that mightily affects them, and that is, that the Church 


of England Mini fert will ſoon be expelld, and the Diſ- 
{eoting Teachers (continuing ſuch) will ſupply theer places. 
Which Fears (he ſaith) are grounded upon their Opinion 


of the King's Principles, which they take to be Freshy 
| e terian, 


24 | 7 3 TY 
ane d upon the;Ruins of the Church; ſo fond 
ikord and Dwaſion, even When N they talk 


* * 4 hr T3443 174 TT 
ſenfibly touches this Pamphleter,, 


the Leſſon of Humility, 


lerian, REP l will iche - WP ejecb all of a con- 
Opinion, and to nn only as ate of his oon 


| Perſuaſion. +... ie 10 12 
„Nd herb again; This Aut cho declares more che bil 
ters Wiſnes, wan the rh Fear Who ate in no 

puin fer thols things ,\rhoagh tis more chan probable, 

that theit Enemies envy their Proſperity, and are too 
greedily gaping after Arlene they can faſely de- 

772 upon his Maſeſties juſtice, and the Security of good 

ws ity thoſe matters. Aud though this Pamphleter Talks 
tob ſuucily ofthe King's Principles, and che Gergy Pro- 
perties,, yet Ahey are well Jatified in the Sbundneſs and 

Seeurity of bots,” and entertain 50 Fean or Diſtruſts: of 

Either. - 285 n 85 rn r Yd, ao! 

"Theſe and ſülk wtheſs 210 de Forthidable thin /th 

(he faith) Church men fear and” give out cho te 

much more in the Minds and Mouths of Diflence 3 tu 

they are in heirs, Who ate too well apprizd 
| a to be fer d or frei ated wich ſuch 1 And 

are the Pretended ears fuich he) chat the Doctor 
would have: Alag d ar the dear priee of} Are. Nr 

and'Diſcouragin the faithfall Diſencers. -- © 14"! 

But ther dre other Greater and more Real Fears (he 

tells us) whielr he believes The Doctor is not fo much a 

Friend to his Btethren, as to deſfire to have them Allay d. 


And they are, They fear the'Tmerefts of King Georpe are 


like to be d among us, and that the Pretender's 
Cauſe will becume defperate' a 'routemptible:” They are 


ian hab thoſe great Men," who have the Honour 15 ar. 
teud the Throw, will be ſechf dof bis Favour, by! approv- 
ing "thernſelvet fauchfull to um, and well qualified for his 
Serviee. Apa; they fear"( av he: goes on) that hir Ma- 


jefly will: ue Wiſdins n Cue e enough to keep bis 


Enemies at a diſtance, and to bid them * 

Now it cannot be fupposd that any Churchiman , at 
Jeaſt any number of them ſhould be ſo weak, as to diſcover 
or declare to: Difſenters any ſuch Fears as ; he mentions: 
And how he comes to dive b deep into the Secrets of 
Men's Hearts; as to diſcern the Thoughts and Fears, that 
lurk there, to-which none but the Searcher of Hearts _ 


Le» —, 
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be privy; is 4 thing ſomewhat unaccbuntable, to intrude 
imo thoſe ſecret things that belong to God, and are known 
to him only, cannot be excus'd from great Preſumption. 


But to arraign Mens thoughits at an Barr, tat can 
take no Coghirande of them, and 10 Jude and cenfure' 


ſucll Secrets as are only to be accounted for at God Tri- 
bunal; is fach a manifeſt Iuvaſion of his Prerogative, as 
nothing but the Modeſty or Charity of a ter ean 
prompt any to. But tis their pretended Love to King 
George and his Iutereſt, which they take to be the 
way of promoting their own, that makes them ſuſpect 
ſach Fears in others, that they do not ſtand ſo well af - 
fected to him as they ſhoule 0 (1 nt 2s 
Now one would think, that they who would be thought 
ſa highly to eſteem ſo excellent a Prince, 'ſhould' chear- 
fully obey his Laws, and follow the excellent Example 
of His pious and n in thoſe 
Prayers aud Thankigivings, that are offer d up to the 
King of Kings for ſettling him upon the Throne for the 
Pubfick d. But no, They can love and admite him 
without obeying or imitating him: they can give hint 
good Words for diſpenſing with the Obſervance of his 
Laws; and the more for letting them do what is Right 
in their own eye. e Femn m „ 0g 
But is it not ſome what ſtrange, that theſe Men ſhould 
be ſo much enamour d of a Prince; that commands ſuch 
things as they cannot or will not do; and lays or con- 
tinues ſuch Burdens upon their Conſciences, as they think 
too grie vous io be born ? And yet they ſay, tis the very 
joy of their Hearts, tho' it may be a grief to ſome Others, 
to ſee the King's Intereſt ſo firmly eſtabliſl'd among us, 
who they hope will im time rid them of thoſe Burdens 
which they now groan under, and that He is above the 
Fears and Deſigns of thoſe, that would obſtruct ſuch 
5 bleſſed Effects of his Clemency. But however, if they 
5 will take the Advice of a Friend. I would not have them 
‚ to be too Confident, or to lay too much Streſs upon ſuch 
doubtful Matters, but to ſtay till ſome viſible Steps are 
made in their Favour. And in the mean time to come as 
near as they can to the Pattern, which his Majeſty _ | 
5 B e 
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ſeli bath ſet us, and to hearken to the wholeſome Dire 
Qions deliver d by him from the Throne, for the ſettling 
Unity; and Nea both in the Church and State. 
Otherwise, the Bing may lay. to ſuch Subjects, as our 
Samen did to ſome of his Diſaiples, why wal] ye me Lord 
ane, an dn not the thing that 7 command you? or 
f whycalk «your King, and live not in obedience to 
14 Taba Ju 
Ti Pr 


Lave me, keep my Commandments, d 
von Will appro ve your ſelves to be good Subjects, ſhew. Ml 
u by abſerving of my dututes, and reading in the Steps 
of-niy; Exasple; en. will be a chettet Teſtimony of 
your Duty arid: Affection to me, than all the Flatteries of 
che Tongue, or the empty Sacrifice of Praiſe; which may 
fag t colour: over your, Diviſions, but cannot cover or 
attint fot yout Di | 15375 of 1 (Dis 99 vitt itt 
| Imſhort then, Let Diſtenters hy aſide their fulſom Elat- 
ery; and Church men caſt of all needlels. and diſtruſtful 
Fears: of the Churches Safety. And let both Relie upan 
Church upon a Rock, and promifed: that the Gates of Hell 
_ hall got prevail againſt it. And next under God, let us 
eaſt pur ſalves upon the Protection of our Gracious So- 
verdign, who, hath gwen his Royal Word for its Security, 
upon which we may ſafely depend, without diſquieting 
ur ſal ves with an fearful or gloomy Apprehenſions in 
theſe matters, or diſturbing the Publick with the evil Ef- 
facts and Conſequentz of them, which che Wiſdom and 
Inſhioe of che Government have taken ſo great Care to 
Prevent. 227 1291. j ; | La 197 £13 1 fot 3, 01 
Thus I have conſider d all that this Author ſays of the 
ee of ſome Church- men, which the 
verend Doctor would have to be Allay d and Remo vd. 
I ſhould now proceed to what he offers about the Un- 
reaſonable Hopes of Diſſenters, which the Doctor would 
have to be Suppreſs d and Defeated, which ſhall be Con- 
ſiclet d in my next. In the mean time I am, Sir, 


. P 
Yours A. B. 
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to work another Miracle, and — * the Holy G 
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Church men Repreſented in this Pamphlet; I come 


now in this to Conſider the U oaable Hopes 
A. and Expectations of Diſſenters freely declar d in the 
ſame; to ſhew-how well the Doctor Adn'd wile Ay 
ing the One, and Suppreſſing the Other. 
And here the 7 — elle us, chat the mafi fo 
guine — — among them are hyptmg for a time, when 
God my will , Sit of Love and Dm 
i/Uans | 
But — can they hope for that which they have all 
along and {till continue to oppoſe ? Have not all ordina- 
75 been us d to unite er 
= Communion? and would they. have God Almig 


again to Convince them by Inſpiration of what hath been 
ſo plainly ſhew'd and urg d — them? and yet —— 
pect a time when God will in ſome mpg — 

gratifie their fond Deſires and Imaginations in theſe mat- 
ters, Hath not Enough been laid. and written by many 
Pious and Learned Men to ſatisſie all wiſe and wean- 
ing Perſons? and how abſurd muſt it be for them to talk 
ſo much of their Love of Union, who loye and live by 
Diviſions, and make it their main Buſineſs to Promote and 
Propagate them? Is not the Schiſm merely u by 


ſome crafty Teachers deluding the Iggorant Vu gar, and 


humouring the more Knowing of them. for their own 
Ends? This is ſo obvious that all, that will but open their 
Eyes, and have no Bias to the Contrary, cannot hut ſec 
and acknowledge it. Certainly if Obſtinacy iu Error make 
an Heretick, theſe Men ma ay juſtly be Reckog'd of that 
Number, who have im prov'd their Schiſm into xely, 
and deſtroy'd that Low and Unity, which they 
Call And Cry up. 
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| FP as he ca · | 
| for this Love and Union; that is from thoſe 4 
ricate with the Church to pleaſe them; Theſe he Courts 

» and Complimetits as the dr ves Poe Chorch, be 

i cauſe by'their forbearing ſome Parts of Conformity they 

" 

| 
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Countenatice them in rejefting the Whole. Theſe a are the 
boat of Diſſenters, from whom all their Hopes and 
ions come, which ſhould put theſe Half Confor- 
upon conſidering the many Evils and Dangers that 
from this Lukewarmneſs; how it hardens the 
Billenten in their Schiſm, weakens the Church and lays 
i open to the Aſfaults and 2 of all its Enemies. 
But the Love and Union they hope for is not to unite 
in the Eſtabliſhd Church; but foch an Union as ſhall 
Diſpoſe the better Ars ro admit their Diſſenting Bre- 
tbren into it. And ſuch an Union they may have upon 
the ſame Terms that all others are admitted. into it, and 
which all Churches admit of. * 
But that will not do, they al be as upon 155 
Terms of Chriſt, meaning their own Terms, which are 
to Pray and Preach and do in it what and how 
pleaſe: whereas Chriſt's Terms are far otherwiſe, for he 
would have none continu'd in it, but ſuch as hear the 
Church, that is, the Rules and DiCtates of it: and 
fos others that # to hear the Church, and to ſubmit 
to it, he would have them accounted no better than An 
Heathen Man and a Publican, 1.e, as no Members of it. 
And the Apoſtle's direction is, that a things in the Cbureb 
be done Decenth, and in Order, and to the Uſe of Edifying, 
| of which things the Governours of the Church may be 
t] reaſonably thought the beſt Judges; and all humble and 
it modeſt Chriſtians will think it reaſonable for Orders ſake 
18 to ſubmit to them. Theſe are the Terms and Directions 
| preſeribd by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, which the Church 
of England duck piouſly and punctually obſerv'd and kept 
'' to, and perhaps more and better than any other Church 
1 in the Chriſtian World beſide. | 
33 And yet theſe good Men would Over- rule all their 15. 
„ thori N theſe things, and muſt have theſe good Orders 
5 laid aſide to have their * ' « How- 
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However, they are ſo Civil and Good- natur d as t6 be 
willing cn eee pay ſhould — — 
ditions they approve of to themſelv to 7 
own Orden z oe they would — Þ. Ceaſe from im- 
poſing them on 1hoſe, who cannot Comply with them with- 
out Sin ; without ſome worldly Advantage; he ſhould 
have ſaid, for tis plain they Can and Do comply with 
them for an Office to gain Power, and to ſerve ſome ſe- 
cular Turn: but they Cannot or rather Will aot comply 
with them for the better Ends of the Church, to promote 
its much  defir'd Peace and Union: — are content to 


let Church- men Retain what their Diſſenting Teachers 
call old Traditions and human Additions, in hopes they 
ſhall be able to deceive the People into a better Opinion 
of their new Inventions, and by that means drain the 
Churches to fill the Con venti cles. 
In ſhort he hope (as he tells us) hat for the Glory of 
God and the of his Church thoſe things may be Re+ 
mov d, that bave brought ibem under a neceſſuy of Diſ- 


But pray, what neceſſity is there of Diſſenting from 
that for the Churches Peace, which they can: content to 
and comply with for any worldly Profit > Is the Glory of 
God to be advanced by Removing all Order and Decency 
in his Worſhip, or is the Churches Good to be promoted 
by what ſo manifeſtly tends to Divide and Undermine it? 
Be not deceiv'd, God is not mock d, nor will a wiſe Go- 
vernment be miſled by any ſuch Feigned and Hypocriti- 
cal Pretences; good Words and fair Speeches may deceive 
the Hearts of the Simple, but wiſe Men eaſily ſee through 
them, and the Deplorakls Effects which they themſebues 
own to have followed upon their Diſſenſions, may inſtead 
of Encouraging, Prompt them to put a Stop to that Foun» 
tain of Evil, from whence ſo many Miſeries and Troubles 
How. But to Prevent this, the Party ſeek to draw in ſome 
reat Men to favour and ſupport them, and therefore 
arther hope, that a due Regard will be had to what hath 
been advanc'd by ſome of the greateſt Men, that ever adorn'd 
= _ among fr whom they mentiun the late 25% 

/ tilling fleet , and his Grace the preſent Archbiſhop 
—— W . What 


1 pre 
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tion, agai 
that nothing can be gain d 5 that — = = 


to ſhew, 6. Ha aukward Commenders they are of great 
Men, to mention their Miſtakes to adorn cir Cher An 
What is quoted from his Grace the preſent I 
of Canterbury is ſo far from ſerving their Pur 
it makes clearly againſt them, for his Grace 7 
tho there may be ſome Differences in matters of |lefler 
moment in and zealous Chriſtians, yet theſe ought 
not to hinder their Agreeing in one Common Bond of 
Charity, — if poſſible, in one Common Worſhip of God 
, tpo,' Now thirds. pollible, they own by their own 
Practice, for they Joyn with us ſometimes in the higheſt 
Acts of Conformuy,' which being poſſible tor them to do, 
his Grace directs them to Do it always, and ta-Joyn in 
one conſtant Bond of Fellow · ſnip and Communion, and 
to ſtir up others to do the ſame. Moreover he tells them, 
that — and Unity are ever to be Deſir d, and eſpecially 
at that time when he thus advis d them: but yet Order 
and Decency are {ill to be Preſerv d, and Conformity to 
them to be no longer Broken. And now what Eneou- 
ragement can have from hence to hope for any ſuch 
Abatements and Alterations to be made in the Church, by 
ſo wiſe and good a Metropolitan. Vea, his Graoes lt 
noble and glorious Defence of the Power and Rights of 
__ Church againſt an Encroachment, that was making 
upon 


I. 


\ bes ts 1 1 1 | | | -* 
ever Daſh all their Hopes; and turn 
often and ſo j | | 
Conformity, as 5 
tance of their Hypocriſy, that lays as a Stumbling Block 
in their Way, and hinders the Compaſſing of their main 
End; they are not aſhamd to acknowledge (as this Au-. 
or ele us) u they: lupe for Repealing a Law, for which 

| but. fear, that God beth a Contr with tie 
Land Now this Laws the Teſt AR, which was made 
br the Security of the Eltablidh'd Church, to keep both 
Popiſi: amd Proteſtant: Recuſants,, its two er. 
ut of it For which: Reaſou they have both ſtruggled 
n different Ways tu have it Hepeal d, and as our Saviour 
as Crucified between to Thieves, ſo the Church harh 
beer nr theſe two 
dve enn e TR TS TED W 2.2 ae 
King james the Second labour d in it with great indu · 
Iiry; with whom the Diſſenters joyn d with equal Dili 
oc 1 OE _ 1 ; the One 
o bring in Popery, the Other to bring in Presbytery up- 
or theRuis 0 the: eſtablaſh'd church. But thanks be to 
dd, who hath hitherto Deliver d it, and we truſt will 
till Deliver it from both thoſe Enemies, by * 
a Bul: 
＋ 23008 


tis Law as a Battery for the Church, and 
againſt all that Deſign or Contrive againſt it. 
But the Diſſanters (ſaith he) cannot bat fear that. God, 
rh a Controverſy with the Land for this Lau. But why 
ſhould they fear ſuch a Controverty from the God of Peace; 
who is flow to Wrath, of great Goodneſs , and eaſy to 
be Reconcil'd, if he hath any Anger againſt us for this 
Law, us not for the making, continuing, or obſerving of 
it, for thereby we pay a ſolemn Duty both to God and the 
King; and taking the Holy Sacrament requir d by it, is 
a good Preparation for any Office or Place of Truſt, and 
conduces much to the faithful Diſcharge of it. 
But tis for the Breaking and Diſobeying of it, either 
by a Profane-neglett of the Holy Sacrament, or by an Hy- 
pocritital taking it only for ſecular Ends. 5 c 
ele 
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Controverſy between us, but the Keeping this Law by a 
worthy Receiving the Lord's 
2 _ 2 neee. with God 


ſtead of Ending would Raiſe more and fiercer\Gomroyer- 
fies; for that would ſet Papiſts and Puritans Contending 
for the Power, and Strivi 
which would fill the Land wich nothing 


fiitutions of our Religion is proftituted to a mean and ſeen 


tion only to ſerve ſome ſecular End? The Law was in- 


late Perſons or 


the Perſons to be blam'd or Remov'd for the Abuſe of it 


2 for their faithfull Adherence to the Proteſlant A. 


ien 
1 Thinks chingu tray indeed Provake ki andCreats ſome 


Supper is à good means of 


0 Men bes 
5 alivgrof this Law would: be the 
Fence, and that would be the 
Loving — of che —— root 

it up, or of the lutle Foxes to undermine. it; hich in 


who ſhould be U 


e 


Confuſion, and therefore we are — to — 
and our Governours to Tanne this Law to\provent the 
eval. Deſigns of both. OY RAin 10963 

But in chis Law (faith be) a ves n 


lar Purpoſe. But by whom is this is it not by the 
oocaſional Conformiſts, that come to this ſacred. Inſtitu- 


tended as a Teſt to diſtinguiſſi Good Subjects from Bad, 
and to try their Integrity, to Na the Good into Power, 
und enclude the Bad, and to engage them to Fidelity by 
one of che higheſt Acts of Religion, viz. by a ſincere and 
devout — the holy Sacrament. But if any diſſo- 
iſlenters creep in by a Profane or Hy- 
poeritical Uſe of this ſacred Inſtitution, the Fault is not 
in the Law, which is Good if it be us d lawfully, but in 
the Perſons. that uſe it otherwiſe. - Nor is the om but 


But he hath ſomething farther to ſay of many provoking 
Sins occaſion d by this Law, in a following Paper; where 
1 {hall followihiae when it comes in courſe. 
Furthermore, Diſſenters cannot but hope to be deliger'd 
. ſome unnatural Grievances, that were brought upon 


ceſſion and the Preſent Government. What theſe unnatu- 
ral Grievances are, he doth not think fit to mention, and 


perhaps he may. be hard 2 to it to declare, for I think 
' no 
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no Perſons in the World chat have diſſented from and liv'd 
in oppoſition to the eftabliſh'd Laws, have found greater 
Favour, enjoyed more Liberty, and felt leſs Grievances, 
then theſe querelous and ungrateful Complainants: If they 
have ſuffer'd from the Outrage of Mobs, Tumults, and 
Riots, which owe their Riſe'to Factions and Parties, and 
in which Church-men have ſaffet'd as much, if not more 
then they, they muſt be content to bear a Share in thoſe 
2mmon- Miſeries and Calamities, which their own Diſ- 
ſenſions have unhappily Occaſion d, and which their Unit- 
ing with the eſtabliſht Church would ſoon put an end to. 
But inſtead of that, they hope laſtly, not only to be 
Continu d in their old way of Diſturbing the Church; bu# 
to be Reflor d to the Privilege and Right of bringing up their 
Children according to their own Sentiments, that is, to in- 
{till into them the ſame Principles of Averſion and Sepa- 
ration from the Church, which themſelves have 1mbibed 
and followed, and ſo to Propagate the Schiſm to Polte- 
rity, and Derive the Impoſture to future Generations. 
They are unwilling the Schiſm ſhould Die with them, or 
that the Church ſhould ever be ſettled in Peace and Order, 
and therefore defire to have Schools and Seminaries of 
their own to breed up Children and Diſciples to Succeed 
them in the great Work of Dividing and Decgving the 
People, aud to raiſe up a New Race af Diſturbers for the 
Edifcation of Poſterny. F 
Theſe are the Unreaſonable Hopes of Diſſenters, which 
the Doctor would have Suppreſs d, for which this Author 
makes many and grievous Complaints, and to be Reveng d 
upon him, would have all his Ho e of a Biſhoprick and 
Church Preferment to be ſuppreſs'd: baiting him with an 
empty and impertinent Harangue, and threatning what the 
Zeal of a provok d Diſſenter, if let looſe, might do to him. 
However he will reſtrain it, and forbear, hoping he will 
reconſider and rettact what hie ſaid to that great Auditory, 
and ſince publiſh'd to the World; thus giving him many 
hard words for a Diſcourſe for which the Houſe of Com- 
mons gave him many thanks. But it 1s no new thing with 
them to ſet up their own Wiſdom above all the Wiſdom 
of the Nation. 
E The 
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The Remaining part of the Letter is taken up with vain 
and frequent Boaſtings of the Diſſenten great Love to 
King George and the Royal Family; of their great Zeal 
for the Proteſtant Succeſſion and P ſen Goverament, and 
the many and great Sufferings they have undergone for 
their conſtant Adhering to them, which things neither 


need or require any farther Reply. 1 
And therefore I ſhall 1 my next to the follow- 


ing Paper, intitled, the Caſe of the Proteftant Dilſenters 
12 ented and Argu'd. In the mean time 5 Sir, 


Jour humble Serv. A. R 
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Third Letter. 


g Aving ſhew'd- the Groundleſs Fears of ſome 


.. Church-men, which the Doctor would have 
allay'd, and the Unreaſonable Hopes and Ex- 
' tions of Diſſenters, which he would have 
ſuppreſs d, together with the Juſt Grounds and Reaſons of 
bob, the Subject of the firſt Pamphlet. I proceed to con- 
fider another annex d to it, intitled, the Caſe of rhe Prote- 
Fant 7 1 -aka Repreſented and Argu'd, which being 
much of the ſame Stamp, and fraught with the ſame tri- 
fling Objections with the former, will not need or deſerve 
any new or large Reply; tis indeed to be wondred at, how 
Men can have the face to urge and inſiſt upon ſuch light 
matters, to overbear the weight of Government, or think 
by ſuch empty and flender Cavils, which have been ſo 
often baffl'd and expos d, to run down the Authority of, 
good Laws. * 
But tis hard to part with an uſefull and belov d Error, 
and to loſe the Intereſt and Reputation gain d with the 
People by ſuch means, which makes them catch hold of 
every twig to ſupport a bad and ſinking Cauſe. A 
But to come to the Pamphlet; It begins with the Cum- 
mon Obligation that all Men lie under, to worſhip God in 
the Publick Aſembhes , and becauſe this may and ought 


to be done in the ſolemn Aſſemblies of the Church of Eng- 


land, 
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land, theſe Abſenters and Diſſenters from them muſt have 
ſomething 40 ſay to conntenance their Separation. And 
after all the hard ſhifts they are put to about it, they can 
ſay no more than this, ht ſome things are annex'd to the 
Publick Worſhip,which they cannot allow of or comply with. 

Now what are theſe things which they call Additions to 
the Law of God, and complain of as Will-worſhip and Su- 
perſtition? Why. Nothing but a few circumſtantial Rites 
and Ceremonies, ſuch as Time, Place, and the Poſtures of 
Devotion, which they n us Ac- 
knowledge to be no effential Parts of Religion, nor in 
themſelves neceffary, but injoyn'd only for the good Or- 
der, Decency, and Uniformity of Publick Worſhip, things 
no where forbidden by any Law of God, and every where 
commanded by the Laws of Men, yea and commanded too 
by the general Rules of Scripturc, which require Order 
and Edification in Divine Service, and Obedience to Su- 
periours in ſuch things. © a 
And muſt it not be great Perverſneſs and Pre varication 
in theſe Perſons, to pretend Conſcience , for the leavin 
the eſtabliſh'd Worſhip requir'd by the Laws of God and 
Man, and to ſet up another Worſhip in oppoſition to it 
forbidden by the Laws of Both? and yet this is the Caſe of 
our querelous Diſſenters, who interpret the enjoyning ſuch 
indifterent things, as are manifeſtly in the Church's Power 
to command, to be the Denying them the Worſhip of Goa, 
and diſownimg them for Chriſtians , and tending to it in 
Paganiſm upon us. Things which they themſelves neither 
can or do believe. $ 

But they would yeild Obedience to theſe things, if they 
did not judge them Sinfull; But why ſhould they judge 
them Sinfull, when there is no Law to forbid them? /s 
nt Sin the Tranſgreſſion of the Law, and where there is no 
Lau, there is no Tranſereſſion, and is it not a Sin to make 
more Sins and Duties than God has made ſo? to do thin 
not requir'd with an Opinion of their Neceſſity, and to ih. 
ſtain from things not prohibited, with an Opinion of their 
Unlawfulneſs, are both of them Additions to the Subſtance 
of Religion, and may be juſtly reckon'd Peices of Super- 
- 8 fiition and Will-worſhip, and God may ask the Doers of 
| | C 2 chem 
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And yet ( faith our Author) the Diſſenters own that 
they have been wout to Meet, bowever in diſtin Aſſemblies, 


owe their Riſe to the Separate Meeti 


the Lord, and turn away from ſerving him, by building an 
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in N uh requir d the ings gt your 
Banat? Hence we find the Apoſtle condemning thole, who 
ſaid of Meats not forbiden, couch not, taff not, Hanale not, 
eobich things periſh in the U/ing. And the ſame may be 
ſaid of kneel not, wear not ſuch a garment, uſe not '@ form 
F prayerFand the like, which being under no Prohibition 
A any Divine Law, cannot be thought Sinfull without 


1 


Superſtition; the contrary whereunto, being under the 
Command of Eocleſiaſtical and Human Laws, cannot be 
omitted without Diſobedien de. 


to worſhip God in a way which their Conſciences could ap- 
prove of, and have wa Egacks continu'd ſo to do. And in- 
deed ſo they have to the great Diſturbance and Diſorder 
of the who 2 N 2 by na acknowledge that 
many deplor I ow d. it; yea we ma 

ood: affirm, that moſt of the 9 Confuſions of 
the Nation have from thence had their Original, All which 
ngs and Practiſes of 


Sectaries, againſt the known eſtabliſh'd Laws; the Mif. h 
chief and Inconveniences whereof may perhaps open the o 
Eyes of Superiours to ſee reaſon enough to give no farther p 
Countenance or Continuance to ſuch Diviſions, and to ſtop d 


that Fountain from whence ſo many and great Evils flow, 
But here our Author falls into the wonted Way of Diſ- 
ſenting Writers, which is more by Queries than Poſitions, 
and therefore thinks fit ro enquire. 
Firſt, whether the Diſſenters are to be blam'd for their 
2 diſtine? Meetings from the Church, for the Morſbip 


To which the true anſwer is, yes. For chis is a 
ain ſetting w altar again/{ altar, a thing exprelsly for- 
biden by God himſelf, as a Rebellion againi? the Lord, aud 
ain fr his Minifters, Joſh. 22. 19. for which Diviſions of 
Renben's there were great tbougbi and ſearchings of wh 
and ſuch as occaſion d great T roubles, till they utterly di 
claim'd the oppoſite Altar as a place of Worſhip, but de- 
{ign'd only as a Witneſs between them and future Gene- 
rations , ſaying , God forbid that we ſhould rebell agatult 


wi, bin my fend E 09-4 by 


Altar 


Altar for burnt. Offerings au Sacriſices, be/ides the. Aar 
of the 21 2 8. his Tabernacle, verl. ag. To ſet 
up different places and ways of Worſhip in oppoſition 40 
an eſtabliſnd Church, naturally breeds Differences in the 
Minds, Hearts, and Affections of the Worſhippers; it bg 
caſions Sidings, Parties, and Factions, which break the 
peace and Unity of the Church, and una voidably creates 
Fewds and Animoſities: they that cannot goe to the Houſe 
of God together as Friends, commonly prove Enemies, and 
fall into Hatred, Diſcord, and Deſigning againſt one and» 
ther, as wofull rience too ſadly verifie. 
But they cannot hut e eem ( faith he) the Obligation of 
the univerſal, natural, diuine Law, by which they are bound 
olemnly io worſhip God, to be above that of poſitive, topicah, 
and human Laws , requiring Additamenis to divine Mor- 
2 and probibiting their Wor ſhip without ibem. The ſence 
of which, if there be any in it, is that the univerſal Law 
requiring the Worſhip of God r all Obedience to 
E and human Laws made for the decent and order- 
y Performance of it, and Leaves all Men to worlhip God 
how and in what manner they pleaſe, which is a Principle 
of Confufion, that contradicts all the general Rules of Scri- 
pture, and opens a Gap for all manner of Diſorders and In- 
decencies in divine Worſhip: And here he adds, that tbe 
Church of England hath engroſs d not only all divine Mor- 
hip, but all civil Power to it ſelf, and conhin'd the Privi - 
leges of Chriſtian and Human Society to its own Members. 
This is indeed the great Grievance that lies at the bot · 
tom of all; they cannot without Conformity arrive at thoſe 
Places of Troft and Power, which they would fain have 
without it. But the bare mentioning of this is ſufficieng 
to diſcover, the Abſurdity, the Pride, and Hypocriſy of 
tuch Complaints. | | 


* 


But he queries ſecondly, whether the Laws enjoyning. 
ſuch Additions to Religion , and excluding them frum the 
Worſhip and Communion of it ought to baue been made. 

Here he calls in queſtion the Wiſdom and Equity of the 
Laws, and reflects either upon the Ability or Integrity of 
the Law-givers in enacting Laws not fit to be made, and 
— cannot honeſtly and with good Conſcience be on 
erv d. hs | But 
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»\But I leave them to the Judgment and Cenſure of our 
Eaw-makers, to anſwer for ſuch bold and unbecoming Re- 


Again, He queries thirdly, whether ſach Laws fo un- 
 Joffly made ſbomla be continua? Here he not only ſets their 
own Wiſdom above the Wiſdom of all their Superiours, Wnon 
but likewiſe-preſcribes to them, and directs them to undo I udg 
what they have raſhly and unjuſtly done, and not to con- 
tinue Laws, which ſhut them out of all civil Power, and 
deprive them of Places and Offices, which they greedily Neno 
thirſt after. Theſe are the great things they drive at in all ¶ Nit 
their Contention about thele little matters. 
Tis the Ceremonies and Additaments to Religion, ( as 
they call them) that muſt bear the blame of their Ambition 
and A varice; But is Religion to be perform d without ſome 
of thoſe Additaments? and muſt divine Service be ſtripd 
of all Form and Comlinefs, that makes it deſireable, meer- No 
ly to ſerve their ſecular Ends? Are not Time, and Place, 
and Geſture, ſuch as kneeling, ſitting, ſtanding, and the per 
like, neceſſary Circumſtances of all religious Acts? and is 
it not much better to ſee Men and joyn together in N 
the Tame Poſtures of Devotion, than to ſee them claſh and a 
vary and differ about ſuch indifferent things? Does not Wi 
the Order and Decency requir'd in holy Scripture mainly rio 
conſiſt in thoſe things? and how can that be obſerv'd and 
kept to, without ſome to order and appoint them? theſe Wh 
things are ſa plain and obvious, that any unprejudic'd Per- yo 
ſon may eaſily ſee the Reaſonableneſs & Uſefulneſs of them; 

And Men may as well declaim againſt Pulpits, afid Read- 

ing Desks for preaching and praying; againſt Fonts tor 
 baptizing, with all the Veſſels and Utenſils of the Temple, Wor 
as againſt the comely Rites, Uſages, and other Ceremonies te. 
of divine Worſhip, which ſtand upon the ſame foot, and Itch 
are within the Power of the Church to ordain and Com- Ari. 
mand. And yet this Author harangues about theſe mat- Har 
ters, as ſinfull Additions to Chriſtianity, that Zh y deprive Ich 
God Almighty of his Right in his Creatures, and that none WW" 
may make ſuch Laws, but He that made the World, with 
other like crafty Inſinuations fram'd on purpoſe to beguile 7 
unwary People. GE | he | 

THz: | But 


T 12 23 1 | : 
Bot after all, Theſe Men (whatever they RO | 
ot believe themſelves, or judge theſe things. kg 8 r ” 
or to hold an y 2 or to qualifie them for any Offices 
hey can do all that the Church requires, eyen to the-take- 
ng the holy Sacrament according to the Rites. and Cerg- 
1onies of the Church of England; which things, did they 
udge them S1nfull, their mer Conſciences would not al: 
ow them to do. But ſince they can dq all this withou 
any ſeruple or regret, tis — they muſt be in wardly w 
nough facufied a about them. But e. (ſaich he) eſs 
ites were none of them Simply Unlawful, 2 bi — 
iſinform'd Minds of Diſenters cannot ju 
ull; they baue bf tem, ire the Of 
them and to ſerve atberwiſe. © DIV 
This Ba hoe Way of ſhifting and evading of any. 
w, and eſcaping che Penalty of breaking it, for tis buy 
0 * or Sink: it Unlawful, how truly or it matters 
not, and their milinform'd Minds ſhall give .a Dif: 
penſation from all Obedience to it. Is not this an eaſier 
ay than that of Curban to vacate the Commandments, and 
8 excuſe them from all Duty, eicher to Nataral or Civil 


dur 


id Nyarents. The Phariſees made void the Laws by their Tra- 
ot Witions ; ; but theſe Men can null the injunctions of —— 
ly Wiours by their own Imaginations, and render them 
id Wficct by their miſtaken Opinions. May not this ſet 


he Obluation of all Laws, and not only allow, bur; er 
ourage all Diſobedience io them. N 

If theſe Men's Minds are ſo FEY and miGaform's 
as they pretend, they ate not to acquieſce in their Errors, 
and think themſelves ſafe in going on in them, but to ſeex 


teachable, and willing to receive Iaſteuction, to ſulpech 
heir own Judgment, when it croſſes that, of their Supe- 
„ Friours, who may be well enough ſuppos d to know more, 
and to ſee farther into ſuch things than they can; and not 
think by their affected Ignorance and O inacy to over: 
ule all Order and Government. 

But they have made it their Buſs neſs (. faith he ) PR 
gaire 2 ſearch into the nature of theſe things, and being 
urged by a long craft of ſevere Safferings; have r fut & 10 


c means 


put for better Information, and to that end, to ' be humble, 


means that might tend to their Sutigfacrion, and comut Ma. 
Fer be ſo happy, as to conquer what they thin their juft ci, 
Sir FOE TOLL O21 7 +43; TQ Py 71 1 tt BON $3: !; Ine 
5 Gs were truly and really their Caſe, it miglit juſtly 
call for ſome Pity and Forbearance; but if it be only pre- 
tended to ſerve a Turn, it muſt enhance the Guile their 
Diſobedience, and make their Sin the greater. However 
even in this Cafe, if they are fincete they muſt and will 
g as far as they can with the Church, and tobercunto ſbey 
already attain a, wall by the ſame Rule. And then 
God in his due time will in che uſe of all good means Ar. 
ven / the reft unto tbeem . 
But to put (if poſſible) a final and effectual Stop to this 
groundlels Pretence, of the ſinfulneſs of the Rites and Ce-. 
femonies enjoynd by the Church of England, Let this Au- 
chor or any other inſtance in any one of them, and pro- 
duce their Doubts and Reaſons agaiuſt it; and J dare pro- 
miſe them an anfwer to their ſatisfaction, if they are wil. 
ling or capable of receiving it. 
But the great Outery is againſt the Sacramental Teſt, 
whieh this Author tells us hath put the Diſſenters into 4 Fit 
of Trembling; for bringing it down ſo low as to the Keeper 
of an” Al- bouſe. a e LO e r e 
J recei the Sacrament aright in remembrance of our 
Saviour is a matter of Joy and Comfort, and a good Intro- 
duction into all Buſineſs, to procure a Bleſſing upon it, and 
is a fit Qualification for any Office from the higheſt to the 
loweſt : but to receive it profanely and hypocriically, 
only for the fake of an Office; eſpecially if the Mind be 
againſt it, is matter of Trembling indeed, and may fill all 
loch Partakers-of it with Horror and Confuſion for pro- 
faning the Lord's Body, and proſtituting this ſacred Ordi- 
3 4 . n ben fc 0 
. re he tells us a Story of One of a hoſe Life pre 
by Officers to receive the Sacrament, when he e, 
anf for it. However was prevail d upon by threats and 
fears to receive it, but at the boly Action declar d to ſome 
that were preſent, that be came only to avoid being undone, 
and took them to witneſs that he recervd it only as com-. 
mom bread and Wine, not daring 10 receive it as the * | 
G . an 
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n Blood of Chriff. That there are ſome unworthy Re- 
eivers of this holy Ordinance , who come to it for bad 
Zuds, is a fad Truth to be acknowledg'd and 'bewail'd; 
udas receiv'd the Lord's Supper to betray his Maſter, and 
ome oceaſionally come to it to betray' the Church. Which 
Fay be a Caution to amend and avoid ſuch Abuſes, but can 
de no realon to neglect and lay aſide the Dux. 
The Deſign of the State in the Teſt Act was to diſtin- 
puiſh between the Friends & the Foes of the Government, 
o know who were fit to be employ d in Places of Truſt 
n it, and who not, and to admit the one and exclude the 
ther. And becauſe Papiſts and Presbyterians have been 
ound to be the two great Enemies of the Conſtitution, its 
ntent was to ſhut out Both from having any ſhare in its 
dminiſtration. | ; 3h 
The Deſign of the Church in the ſame Act was by the 
righeſt Act of Worſhip and Communion to oblige thoſe to 
de religious and faithful in the Diſcharge of the ſeveral 
places and Offices, who were thought fit to be call'd to and 
mploy d in them: & what wiſer Method could be thought 
8 For ths Safety and Security of the whole? NA 
Now to call for the Repeal of this fo uſeful and neceſ- 
ary a Law, is to defeat the good Deſigns of both, & to let 
n a whole Torrent of Errors, Sects, and Diviſions upon us 
o the great Diſturbance, if not Deſtruction, of the Conſti- 
ution in Church and State, which no doubt the Wiſdom 
df the Government will take all poſſible care to prevent. 
And yet this profane Pamphleter makes-the eating of 
hriſt's Body and Blood no better Qualification for an Of- 
ice, then'the eating of blood and black-pudding, pag. 36. 
vhich plainly diſcovers the Profaneneſs chat lies hid under 
heir plauſible Pretences of Holineſs. e 
After this, ſpeaking of the holy Table, he would fain 
now whoſe it is, whether it be the Table of this or that 
Party, or the Lord's Table? Now the Diſſenters make it 
he Table of a Party by confining it to themſelves, and ad- 
itting none to it but their own Sects. W hereas the Church 
ews 1t to be the Lord's Table, by leaving it free and open 
o all that are willing and well diſpos d to come to it, with 
dur Saviour inviting 4 that are weary aud heavy _ 
D ail 


"and the Blind, yea, inis the bigh-woy's and . 


Thus I have conſider d all the material Paſſages of you 
urd, 


in the mean time I am, Sir, 


28 might have driven the Diſſenters to a Deſpair of Ob- 


their Hopes are not anſwer preſently. 


the Diſcovery of their 8 


3 [*] DE 
with their Sins, and fending Servants inte the Firezts and 
lants of the City to bring in the Poor, the Maim a, py pd 
and com. 

el them to come in, ibat bis Houſe may be fill 4: whereby 
ſhe harh taken down thoſe arbitrary Incloſures, that hin- 
der Union and Peace in the Chriſtian World, and receives 
all pon the eaſy and gracious Terms of her Lord. 


Second Pamphlet, in my next 1 ſhall examine the T 
Vour humble Serv. A. B. 


FI 8 — — —— — ttt 
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receiv d another Pamphlet from you, intitl'd; 4 plain 
Diſcovery of what the Diſſenters would be at, in ſome 


reaſonable Ac flec kions on the foregoing Pampbler. Ia 
which I expected to have met with ſuch — 


raining their Unreaſonable Hopes, and to look for No- 
thing, but the more Effectual Suppreſſing of them: But 
inſtead of that, I find him Jebu-lile driving furiouſly the 
contrary Way; and falling into great Diſcontents, becauſe 


In the Beginning of the Letier he falls foul. upon ſome 
of his Brethren the Diſſenters, for thinking and ſaying, that | 

is made too ſoon, and blaming Wl the: 
the former Pamphlet for being highly Unſeaſonable, ſince ¶ nit 
by that they have anger'd ſome of their beſt Friends, in ¶ eaſi 
making this too early Diſcovery, wiſhing that they had fer 
gone on more ſlowly, and waited for a more convenient I 


Juncture, as the beſt means of attaining their deſit d End. cor 
This the preſent Pamphleter takes to be the Advice of ſho 


only Pretended not Real Friends to the Diſſenters, who are ſigr 
for making more ſpeedy Work of it, and fear that by De- ¶ che 
lays Opportunities may be loſt, that might have been im- ¶ Wh 
prov d io their advantage, which may not be eaſily regain d. o 

The Doctor's repreſenting (ſaith he) the Diſſenters to be | 
a few Contemptible Perſons, and allerting their Hopes + 


— 


ES 
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ee 1 
ve Unreaſonable and fit to be ſuppreſs'd, before ſuch a Pub- 
lick and Honorable Body as the Houſe of Commons, makes 
t the proper ſeaſon to anſwer the Charge and appear in 
heir efence, leſt the Accuſation ſhould make too great 
Impreſſion on ſome Men's Minds to their prejudice, and 
ak deo deep ts by vewov'd. | 1 

But for this let them agree it among themſelves, it is no 
ray material to us, who judge their Hopes to be both Un- 
eaſonable and Unſeaſonable at all times. However, if 
hey will take my Advice, I would haye them take heed 
pf falling out among themſelyes, for that may tend. more 
o the Defeating of their Hopes, than any other means of 
appreſſing them; it may endanger the loſeing the Men 
pf Moderation and tenderneſs towards them in the Church, 
ho by their unſeaſonable Applications, and craving too 
auch, may be diſguſted and turn upon them to the great 
indrance of their Deſigns. This they are advis'd to be 
ware of, for he has heard them (as he tells us) objecting 
and muttering among themiſel ves; that the Diſſenters acted 
very uncidil c ungrateful Part towards tbem Low-Church 
Friends, when they offer any thing of that ſort in their own 

behalf. Adding that by expecting Favour in ſuch unrea- 
onable Demands, their moderate Friends ſuffer a great deal 
of Odium, Reproach, and Calumny, being revil'd as Pres- 
byterians, and betrayers of the Church, for being thought 
to have a greater tenderneſs for them than they really have. 
In anſwer whereunto the Author of this Pamphlet tells 
them, that herein they ſuffer no more, than what Chriſtia- 
nity teaches them patiently to bear. By which they may 
ealily ſee, how much the Church, and themſel ves too, ſuf- 
fer by ſuch Luke-warmneſs. | 
But the main Buſineſs of this Pamphlet, is A plain Diſ 
covery of what the Diſſenters would be at, in which they 
ſhould be very cautious ; for a plam Diſcovery of bad De- 
ſigns, is the ready way to defeat them. However to deal 
the more plainly; this Author will tell vs firſt negatively, 
what they would not be at; and then poſitively, what they 
would have: both which call for an impartial Examination. 
Firſt then he tells us, that hey are not for Ondermming 
ih: Church, or bringing her _ any Danger, which ſome 
2 © have 
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have fallly laid to their Charge, who are not for attempting 
any thing that might be mglorious , or any way diſaduan- 
Zagious to Her. This looks like a fair and honeſt Inſinua- 
tion, Sed quid verba audiam, facta dum videam? what 
heed is to be given to words, when deeds confute them? 
Can any thing tend more to the Subverting and Under- 
mining of a Church, than making Breaches in it à do's not 
our Saviour ſay, that an Houſe atviaed again it ſelf can. 
not ſtand, but if brought to Deſolation? And are not Sepa- 
rate Meetings, which they would have upheld and encou- 
rag d, plain Diviſions and Deviations from an eſtabliſh'd 
Church? can any thing more expoſe & endanger a Church, 
than to be n againſt the Rules and 
Orders of it; and perſwading the People, that the Terms 
of its Communion are Sinfull, which they themſelves ſhew 
by their own Practice, that they do not believe to be ſo? 
is it not a great Prevarication to do a thing as Lawfull, and 
at the ſame time declare it to be Sinfull> And yet this is 
no Undermining of the Church, or attempting any thing 
Inglorious, or Diſadvantageous to it, then which nothing 
can tend more to Diſparage or Subvert it; and therefore 
he would by no means be thought to be at any ſuch thing, | 
Bur what then are they for? why! they good Men are 
altogether for an non with the Church, and ſuch an Union 
too, as might render her more illuſtrious, and ſafe, more 
beautiful, and amiable in the eyes of God and good Men. 
They would make it more 7u/trious by ſetting up more 
new and falſe Lights in it, or by opening its Doors and 
Windows to let in the Sun to ſhine upon it. They would 
wake it more ſafe by breaking down its Fence and Bull- 
works, and letting in its Enemies upon it. They would 
make it more beautiful, by ſtriping it of its Ornaments, and 
depriving it of all Order and Comelineſs, by which means 
tho' it might be more deform'd in the Sight of God, yet 
would it be more awzable in the Sight of theſe good Men. 
Bat they aim at nothing more (ſaith he) than what many 
of the greate l Lights, that bave ever ſhone in the Church, 
have earneitly defir d and labour d to accompliſh, as might be 
made appear from ſeveral Accounts contain d in our Hiſlories. 
Now here this Author is either in the dark as to the De- 
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fGens of thoſe great Lights, or elſe would willingly repre- 
— them in : Ale Bats to the World, for js — 
Lights never intended to lay aſide the Rules of Order and 
Decency in God's Service, or let Men looſe to their own 
Inventions in Divine Worſhip; nor can he find in our, or 
any other Hiſtory, an Account of any Church or Society, 
that admitted or allow'd any to be Members of it, that xe» 
fus'd to ſubmit to the Rules and Orders thereof. _ 

There was indeed, in the days of K. William III. a De- 
ſign forming by a few great Men, of enlarging the Terms 
of Communion, for the gaining of the Diſſenters to the 
Church, by ſhewing favour to ſome well-meaning Perſons 
among them, and giving them time to overcome their Scru- 
ples and Prejudices. | . 
But this Project, upon the firſt Diſcovery of it, was ſo 
univerſally decry d and exploded by all ſound Church- men, 
that it was ſoon laid aſide, as neither ſafe nor practicable; 
Judging, that the Diſſenters, who make Confufion enough 
already out of the Church, would make much more if re- 
ceiv'd into it. 2 4 54 fs 

Now here tis obvious to obſerve, how ready they are 
to trump up bafffd Arguments, defeated Deſigns, unadvis d 
Expreſſions, or any thing that may help to countenance or 
colour their Diviſions ; which may teach us to keep cloſe 
to the antient Rules and Practiſes of the Church, and to be- 
ware of writing or dropping any thing in favour of Fa- 
ction, which they, that are addicted to it, are ſo apt to catch 
at and make an ill Uſe of to ſerve their bad Eads 

But to proceed, h Diſßenters (ſaith this Pamphleter) are 
not deſirous that the Ceremonies ſbould be extorted from 
thoſe, who are fond of them ; but that they may not be im- 
pos d on thoſe, who muſt ſin if they comply with them. The 
Sence wereof is, that they can be content that others ſhould 
be kept to their Duty of Obedience to Superiours, & would 
not have the Ceremonies by any means to be extorted from 
them, having (as he wiſely intimates) ſuch a fooliſh fond- 
neſs for them. But for themſelves, who have no ſuch fond 
Opinion of them, they cannot bear the Yoke, and there- 
fore would not have it put upon their Necks, for they muſt 
ſin, if they comply with them, this is the frequent . feign d 

retence 


which they ſay they cannot do without Sin, whieh can- 
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Pretence for their Diſobedience; for which they muſt be 
ſo often told, that herein they ſhew themſelves to be ſelf 
condemn d Sinners, for they do chat without remorſe, 


not be excus d from great Hypocriſy. - 

Beſides, this if true can be no ſmall Reflection on the 
Government, for if the things commanded cannot be done 
without Sin, then muſt the Government ſin in command- 
ing the doing of them; for it is effab/iſhing Tmguity by a 


Lato, and the Magiſtrate would not be The Miniftrr of God 
for good, but for evil to us, which would be great Preſum- 


ption to affirm or alledge as an Excuſe for their Schiſm 
and Diſobediene. net: | 
But the Diſſenters (as he go's on) would not have 2 
good Law, that really fecures the true /ntereft of Churc 
or State, aboli{h'd or weaken d; where by good Laws they 
mean, not ſuch as are good in the Sight ot the Government, 
for they are for weakening and aboliſhing of them, but 
ſuch as are good in their own Sight, for theſe good Men 


can do nothing, but what is right in their own Eyes ; and 


their good Laws are ſuch as countenance the Conven- 
ticle, and encourage Diviſions: thele they would have, not 
only continu'd, but eſtahliſh d. But for the — Laws of 
Superiours enacted for the Security and Uniformity of the 
Church, -theſe muſt, not only be weaken'd, but aboliſh'd, 
which, ſometimes by open and avow'd Means, fometimes 
by ſecret and inſinuating Methods, they labour hard to ac- 
compliſh: But how come they, who live in a direct Oppo- 
fition to the eſtabliſh'd Laws in Church and Stute, to take 
upon them to preſcribe Laws to their Betters ? and inſtead 
of being punifh'd for the Breach, call for the Abrogation 
of good Laws? This is ano: her piece of the Pride and Pre- 
ſumption of the Diſſenters, to excuſe which this Pam- 
_ —— us, 0 | 
That if they apprehend any thing to be an Iniquity efta- 
bliſh'd by Law, Fo National Sin (cho they a www ob it 


never ſo falſly) theſe good Men fearing God, and wiſhi 
well to their Country, inſtead of obeying cannot but w! 


and endeavour for the repealing ſuch Laws. But may not 


the publick Wiſdom of the Nation be ſuppos d to be better 
| Judges | 


* 
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Judges in ſueh matters, then any private Perſons? & would 
not an ordinary. Degree of Modeſty and Humility make 
them ſuſpect their own Judgment, & ſtoop to it too, when 
it contradicts that of our Superiours? the wile Man tells us. 
that there it more hopes, of, a; Fav), if he be humble, than o 
ſuch who, are the Wiſe iu 7heir awn Concert, our Govern- 
ours Judge, and very, rightly, that enacting Laws in favour 
of Conventicles and, ſeparate. Meetings from an eſtabliſnh'd 
Church, would be eſtabliſhing Schiſm a great Iniquity by 
Law; which none may well think or fear from ſo wiſe a 
Body; and yet theſe are the Wiſhes and Endeavours of the 
Diſſenters And are not theſe wiſe Dictators fat to be cons 

After this, this Author refers us to a 1 t ſtyl'd, 4 
Letter from a Gentleman in Scotland to his. Friend in Exg- 
land, againſi the Sacramental Teſt; which being the great - 
eſt Eye · ſore and chief Remora of all them Deligns, they are 
at every turn callipg for the Repeal of it, to that end, they 
are falk muſtering up all their Force againſt it, and ſeem 
to be reſtleſs and impatient till they have batter d down 
that Bullwork of the Church, which we traſt will prove 
impregnable, and hold aut againſt all their Aſſaults. They 
complain of it, as dangerous to the Eccleſraſtical Conflitution 
of Presbytery in & otland; and tor that reaſon, tis fit to be 
preſerv'd, to keep Presbytery out of England. But '/1s in- 
con/afteut (lay they) with ihe Civil Intereſt of great Britain 
in general: meaning 'tis-inconliltent with their Intereſt by 
excluding them from all Places of Profit or Truſt, or any 
Share in the Government, which cannot be well manag d 
without coming into their hands,  _ . 

But leaſt they ſhould be thought too much to conſult 
their own Intereſt herein, they add that rig contrary o our 
Savour's Deſign in inſlituting the Lord's Supper, and to the 
Doctrine of the Church of England. But how or wherein 
they do not tells us, and we, who know it to be a ſacred 
Tye and Obligation to Fidelity in Church or State, cannot 
believe it to be any way Prejudicial to either, but rather 
very conſiſtent and agreeable with the Deſign of Chriſt 
and his Church in both. But here they amplitie and ſay, 
that he Diſſenters do not deſign that any good Men, true 4 
ine 


\ 
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the Intereſt of Chriſt, the King, and the Publitb, ſhould hoſe 
any Advantages they are poſſeſs d of, or tand fur for: but 
that all, who anſwer that Character, may have a legal Cu- 
pacity to ſerve under them; Now here again, by good Men 


they mean themſelves, or thoſe that favour them, for their 


Goodneſs extends no farther; theſe are the only Men in 


their Opinion, that are true to the Intereſts of Chriſt, the 


King, and the Publick, where they make no mention of 
the Church, for they care not to encourage any'to be true 


o that. Te] 


But for the before mention'd honeſt Men, and tree, they 


would not have them loſe any Advantage, or be excluded 
any Offices, provided that they may come in for a Share. 


Do not theſe Men talk here, as if that they would have 


the Diſpoling of all Places and Offices, and give them to 
whom they think fit? And is it not pity that theſe good 
Men are not advis'd with in Diſpoſing of Preferments, and 


Diſpenſing of Rewards and Puniſhments? that they might 


divide the Spoils of the Kingdom amongſt themſelves. 1s 
not this like Satan's Offer of The Arngdoms of the Earth and 
the Glorys of them, which he pretended to be his, and'to 
give them to thoſe that would ſerve him ? And would not 
the Diſſenters have all thoſe Advantages to be given only 
to thoſe that ſerve their Ends? And therefore lament in 
the next Words their hard Fortune, when they conſider 


their being depriv'd of them, complaining of their * 


laid up in Chains and Fetters for n Crimes, but their Diſ- 
obedience, Schiſm, and Separation, which for the bad In- 
fluence they have upon the Publick, are far greater Crimes 
than Men's private Immoralities; and yet they would have 
thoſe Chains and Fetters remov'd, which they themſelves 
ſtyl d Golden Chains and ſoft Fetters, when put upon thoſe 
that refus d the Covenant. And is it not groſs Partiality 


and Ingratitude to make ſuch Outcries of Bondage, when 


they enjoy a Liberty, which neither they themſelves, nor 
any other eſtabliſſd Church would grant in their Circum- 


- ſtances? And here they aggravate their Puniſhment to ex- 


tenuate their Crime, & complain of an Incapacity of Serv- | 
ing their Country, which their own Obſtinacy has brought 
vpon them, and indeed the many Miſeries which 9 Di- 

| | - viſions 


_ 
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viſions have brought upon the Country, & the many more 
that may be fear d from them, abundantly juſtiſies the Go - 
vernment, & plainly ſnew them unfit to be employ d in it. 
Laſtly, the — tell 7 —— ning we pres 
ons of different Per waſrons from their 1 1 
nds of rbe natural Right of Educatmg their own Children 
according to their um Sentiment. Abe Abt v5.4 
This is level'd againſt the Law, forbidding Non-con- 
formiſts to keep private Schools and Nurſeries of Sedition, 
for inſtilling into Youth Principles oppoſite to the eſta - 
bliſh'd Church and State ; which Law they would have 
remov'd and no longer remain in force, that they may have 
the liberty of infuſing and y_—_ their poiſonous Prin- 
ciples, not only to Diſturb the preſent Age, but to Propa- 
gate the Schiſm to Poſterity. But may not the Government 
take care of the Education of thoſe, upon whom the Wel- 


fare of the Preſent and Future Generations depend, to ſee 


chat they be bred up in ſound Principles of Religion, agree- 


able to the Laws and Conſtitution of the Country? Do 
not all wiſe Nations take care of this? and did not they 
themfelyes do this in eſtabliſhing their Covenant? ſo that 
theſe Men are felf-condemn'd in this and moſt other Ob- 
jections, and act herein againſt their own Practiſes. 

Thus I have conſider d all that is Material in this and 
the other Pamphlets, there remain yet two Letters annext 
to them, which ſhall be conſider d in my next. Inthe mean 


time J am, Sir, A 
Your humble Serv. A. B. 


8 
—— 


— 


1 Fifth Letter: 
AVING finiſh'd the Animadverſions upon the 
foregoing Pamphlets; I ſhall in this Confidec 
the two Letters annext to them: The One di- 

' regted to the Author of the Occaſiona Paper, 
annext to the firſt; the Other from A Diſſenter to a Mem. 
ber of Parliament, added to the laſt. Both which contain- 
ing little more than what hath been already ſpoken to, 
will be the ſooner Diſpacht. For che. firſt, the Pamphleter 
E 18 


RR 1 
is at a ſtand about the Author of the Occaſiona Paper, and 
cannot tell well what to make of him. 
In the Beginning he hn him for the Monthly Enter. 
tainment of his Papers, as one deſirous of and delighting deſt 
in them: but ſoon after blames him for being mealy WM eno- 
Mouth d, and falls upon him with a more than ordinary ter. 
Severity or Scurrility rather, for not ſpeaking out more Ml n 
plainly upon ſome things he hints aꝶt. 

Which makes him doubt who or what he is, not being felt 
able to diſcover whether he be a Diſſenter or a Low- WM or! 
Church-man. However his Letter like a two edged Sword Wl - 
cuts both ways, and ſmites him on either Side. be met 
4 Diſßenter (ſaith he) he it a ſneaking one, for ſpeaking of WM <0; 
them as he hath done. If be be one of the Lou- Church fur, 
Party, he need not be either aſbam d or afraid to appear 4 ele 
down right Advocate for thoſe, who have maintain d a fleday WM (1 
+ Regard to their Intereft under the greate$t Diſcourage- WM} 0 

ments. So that he gores him with both the Horns of Nis 

Dilemma. . | wo | 3 
But what is it that thus galls and offends him? why, ] 

tis for not drawing the Conſequences from many things 
which he had advanc'd; tho they could not well be avoid: 
ed, and would be ſupported by none but Diſſenters. What 
theſe Conſequences are he doth not tell us, but to be ſure 
they ate ſuch as tend to the Strengthening and Supporting 
the Diſſenting Cauſe, in favour of which he would have 
him ſpeak and write more plainly, to bear up a ſinking 
Cauſe, which he ſays is like to be ſupported by none, but 
thoſe that are already too much under water. For though 
the free Thinkers, whom he calls Men of no Religion, may 
in ſome things fall in with the free Speakers, who are of 
a very bad one, and za/ſke in the ſame Strain 10 propagate 
their particular Opinions; yet be will venture to ſay to the 
Author of the Occaſional Paper, that none will ſo thorowl) 
and heartily cloſe with him in thoſe large and generous Sen- 
ſliments, of which he ſeems to have a Fonaneſs, as the lead: 
ing Parly of the Diſſenters would do, and therefore would 
have him take heart, and prove himſelf to be the Unpreju- | 
dic d and Diſintereted Man he pretends to be, dareing 10 | 


be Fuſt and Grateful to a Body of Men, who have done 55 
or 


i 
* 5 
* oo 
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wr the, their Country perhaps, than any ſet of People 
fo _ ſuch Treatment as they have met with. ph 
Sure, theſe Men live by bad Neighbours, who are fore d 


to trumpet out their own Praiſe, which had they any Mo- 
deſty; or were there any Truth in it, they might well 
enough leave to others, out of whoſe Mouth it would bet- 
ter come; and not talk ſo much of the great Good they baue 
done to therr Country. Which no body knows of but them- 
ſelves; tho' the great Evil they have done is known and 
felt every where, of which few or none can be Ignorant 
or Inſenſible. 1100 Me eg 477; ; 

And here from the bad Treatment (he ſaith) they have 
met with, he takes Occaſion to run into a long and fad 
Story of their many and great Sufferings, as their being 
turn d out of their Places when they could turn to nothing 
ele for a Lvely- bood; their being ariven out of the Unver- 
ties, and depriv'd of all the Advantages of Learning, and 
api d for lack of it. Where they would lay the Charge 
of their own Folly upon others, which they ſhould whol- 
ly take to themſelves. MARS 3 77 3/0; 

I remember a Diſſenting Teacher, and with whom I had 
once to do, was wont to make frequent and bitter Com- 

laints of this Kind, reckoning up among other things the 
Rilling of his Study, and taking away his Books from him, 
by which means he was forc'd (as he declar d) to write and 
ſpeak without book; which all that read or heard his Per- 
formances found Reaſon enough to believe. | 

However, this Letter- writer ſpeaks up boldly for them 
under all the hard Treatment they have met with, that 
many of them by heir nduſtry are as Conſiderable as thoſe 
that have had their Education at Oxford or Cambridge ; 
for which they have none but their own Party to be their 
Vouchers. oy Þ | 

After this he returns again to the enumerating and ag- 
gravating their great Sufferings, the common Theme and 
Topick of Diſſenters, though none, that ever liv d in op- 
poſition to an eſtabliſh'd Government and diſſented from 
the known Laws of any Church or Country, ever found 
ſo much Fayour or ſuffer'd leſs than they, who when in 
Power themſel ves inflicted far greater Sufferings on * 

| | E 2 v7 that 


3 n | 
that diſſented from them; and would never give half the 
Liberty to others, which they now enjoy. And yet in- 
ſtead of being thankful and contented, return nothing but 
Murmurings and „ pI 311) e 20a 
But after all theſe loud Outcries for the eaſy and juſt 
Puniſhment of the Breach of good Laws, they have t: 
potten the ill Treatment and unjuſt Sufferings, inflited on 

the faithful Adherents to the King and Church in the da 
of the great Rebellion, and that not for Breaking, hut 
ſerving of good Laws. What barbarous Cruelty and In- 
humanity was offer'd to their Perſons ? what Rapine, Plun- 
der, and Oppreſſion, was us d to their Goods ? and the like, 
Sufferings to which thoſe of the Diſſenters bear a leſi Pro- 
portion, than the Scratch of a Pin to the Tortures of a 
ack. And theſe too inflicted on them by Perſons of the 
ſame Principles and Perſuaſion with our Diſſenters, which 
may for ever filence all the idle Talk of their good Ser- 
vices, and the vain Boaſts of the Merits of their Sufferings. 
But what they want of Sincerity and Truth, they ſeek | 
to ſupply by Subtlety and Pretence ; frequently boaſting 
of their great Loyalty, which is but of a very late Date, 
and crying up the Integrity of Diſſenters, which few can 
find Faith or Reaſon enough to believe. | 
| Now to cure this Backwardneſs of Belief, this Letter- 
4 writer would have the Author of the Occafional Paper to 
: open the'Eyes of the World, & to make them more ſenſible 
of the Sufferings and Merits of Diſſenters; and to that End 
preſcribes to him what to ſay to Men in Power in their 
Behalf ; willing him to alledge har great Service they 
have done for the Nation, and what farther need it hath of 
them, to mind them of the many publick Speeches they have 
made to dire? their Conduct, and what they may reaſonably 
expet? and demand from them as a Reward of their Ser- 
vices and Sufferings. 1 
Moreover, he would have him to let them know, how 
much their own Credit and Intereſt depend upon what they 
now do for them, and that they are concern'd in honour 
to be as generous 1n taking Care of their Friends now, as 
the Tories were of their Adherents, with much more of 
ſuch frivolous and fulſom Trumpery, which is too abſurd 
0 Ne 8 
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to need or deſerve any Reply, the bare repeating of it be- 

ing enough to refute it. | EODIY 
But that which he takes to be the preateſt Rubb in his 

way, and may put by all this, 1s, that 77 #s not yet à tim to 

bew any Favour 10 Diſſenters, that the Monon is Unſes- 


ſonable, and unleſs they take the true Time and the due 
Meaſures, they may loſe Ground, and their Deſigns iaſtead 


of going forward may be fer backward. This he takes to 


be a mere Put off, which he aſeribes, not to want of Abi- 
lity, having all the Power4n their own hands, but to want 
of Will in thoſe, who ſhew little or no Inclination to help 
them If they ſay, they are not yet able to do any thing 
for them, he would gladly know, when they propoſe to be 
better able; fearing the longed for time will never come. 
To put of the doing a thing to another time, when it may 
be done preſently, is the Guile of thoſe who never mean o 
do it at all; like Felix's puting off the hearing of St Paal co 
a more convenient Seaſon, when he never meant to hear 
him more, Delays (he thinks) may reader Men more un- 
able and unwilling to perform what might be juſtly ex- 
pected from them: and if they fuſpe& their Weakneis and 
Inability now to anſwer i Deſires of thoſe, who are rea- 
dy to ſtand by them, what can they expect, when their 
Neglects have leſſen d their Number, and loſt the Heads, 
Hearts, and Hands of a conſiderable Body of Men, who are 
now willing to ſtrengthen and ſupport their Intereſt. 
Theſe things he would have the Author of the Occaſio- 
nal to inliſt and enlarge upon in their behalf; which 
ſhews the great Induſtry and Pains that ſome Men are at 
to Continue & Uphold a Faction; and may ſer ve to quick- 
en our Diligence to Oppoſe the Growth, and Obſtroct the 
Prevalence and Propagation of it. And in a word to be as 
zealoully affected in a good Cauſe as they are in a Bad, 
which will be attended with more Comfort here, and bring 
us a far greater Reward hereafter. "OF 
This is all that needs to be obſery'd and return d in an- 
{wer to the firlt Letter. I am, Sir, | 


Yours A. B. 


i, Sixth Letter. 


ſtand in the way of both, and therefore Both join in their 


preſſes upon him with all manner of Vehemence and Ap- 
plication, puting him in mind of his accepting a Commiſ- 


_ that he z00% upon him that Offfte with ſome RelutFance, be- 
cauſe it debarr d him of the Liberty of frequentms thoſe 


ſo confound and take one for the other. 


rn 


Mi. 


HE Second Letter is from a Diſſenter to a Mem. 
ber of Parliament, wherein, after many thanks 
for Kindneſſes done to him and his Friends that 
voted for him, he blames the Member for not 
8 the Promiſe then made to them, nor taking one 
0 as far as he can underſtand towards the making of it 
ood. FC W as A" 
x Now this Promiſe, as appears by what follows, was to 
uſe his Intereſt in Parliament to eaſe the Diſſenters the 
lame Way as King James labour d to eaſe the Papiſts, to 
wit, by bo taking away the Penal Laws and Teſt; which 


Endeavours of Removing it. And this is what he thought 
might be expected from that worthy Member, which he 


ſion of the Peace at his entreaty, merely upon that View, 


Meetings, wherein he thought he ſerv'd God moſt accept ali, 
and to 8 depriv'd of that Way of Worſhip was a great Un- 
eaſineſs io him. | 8 15 1 
But may not this Uneaſineſs proceed rather from Hu- 
mour or miſtaken Opinion, than from any ſound Principles 
of Knowledge or Conſcience? and owe its Riſe more to 
a Delire of Preſerving and Promoting a Party, than any 
good Deſign of Advancing God's Glory? This ſhould be 
well look'd into and examin'd; for 'tis no new thing to 
tate Darkneſs for Light and Light for Darkneſs, that is, 
Error for Truth and Truth for Error; yea to love Dark 
neſs rather than Light, and to be more fond of a Darling 
and beloved Error, than of more neceflary and weighty 
Truths. This often comes to paſs through the Subilety of 
Satan and Policy of the World: who ſo blind the eyes of 
Many, that they cannot diſcern Truth from Falſhood, and 
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So that this Diſſenter s more acceptable Way of ſerving 
God may perhaps be found to be only more acceptable in 
his own and not in God's Eyes; the Prayer, that he thinks 
him Delighted with, may be but an Abomination to him; 
and that Incenſe may ſtink in his Noſtrils, which he ap- 
prehends to aſcend with a ſweet ſmelling Savour. This 
is a dangerous Miſtake and ought to be well conſidered. 
And particularly whether God, who is better pleas d 
with a few hearty than many and new Words in Prayer, 
be not more Delighted with a well weighed and compos'd 
Devotion, than with ſudden crude and extempore Effu- 
ſions? As alſo whether he, who hath ſtyl'd himſelf à God 
of Order and not of Confuſion and requires Decency and Or- 
der in his Worſhip, would have it {tript of all Form and 
Comelineſs; and when he calls for the Beauty, to be ſerv'd 
in the Deformity of Holineſs > Theſe things are worthy of 
the Enquiry of all ſerious and well meaning Chriſtians : 
and I think upon the whole, they will find little Reaſon 
to leave the Regular Devotion of the eſtabliſh'd Church to 
fall into the Irreverent and Diſorderly Way of the Diſ- 
ſenters. ; 
And yet this Diſſenting Gentleman is very angry with 
the Government for not Removing theſe comely Orna- 
ments and Appendages of Divine Worſhip, and it he be not 
eas d otherwile, he is reſolv'd to eaſe himfelf by quitting 
his Place; for be 7s weary (he ſays) of his Poſt, and unleſs 
he can act in it with more freedom, he is reſolu'd to go to 4 
Meeting, and to get ſome to inform againſt him, to get rid 
of a troubleſome Office, and be more at liberty to ſerve God 
in his own Way, and he knows others of the ſame Mind. 
Where he ſeems to threaten the Government with the 
loſs of his Service, if it do's not what he would have it, as 
it he were the main Prop or Pillar of the Publick Welfare, 
which muſt ſtand or fall according as he is imploy d or 
laid aſide; which is like A.lop's Fly ſiting upon the Cart- 
wheel, and ſaying, what a Duft do 7 raiſe, aſeribing that 
to its ſelf in which it had no hand. In like manner, there 
are ſome vain Perſons, who think it is they that carry all 
things that move upon other and greater Wheels, and that 
a Nauon is undone, if they are diſguſted and put not an 
helping 


£43 2 
helping hand to ſupport it. But ſuch may either lay them 
Kier s afide, ot be laid aſide by others, without any great 
Dammage or Danger to the Public 
But to make themſelves conſiderable, he minds us in the 
next Paragraph of the great Intereſts of Diſſenters in the 
Elections of Members of Parliament, that they can turn 
the Scale in the greateſt Part of the whole Kingdom. And 
then asks the Queſtion, whether ſuch a conſiderable Num- 
ber of Men ſhould be flighted? How true his Computation 
is, I ſhall not at prefent examine, but only mind him, that 
his Reckoning without his Hoſt will require him to reckon 
ain, and then tis to be fear'd his Reckoning will fall 


. h ſhort, and when they are weigh'd in the Ballance, 


will be found wanting. EET 
| wever he will ſpeak bis Mind freely, and tell us, that 
wnkſs thoſe Laws, that are in force againft them, are Fe- 
peal'd before the Diſſolution of this Parliament, be is re- 
folo'd not to Hir one foot in the Action of another, and ſe. 
veral of his Friends, with whom he hath tall about it, are 
of the fame Mind. This is good News, if it prove true; 
"for their ſtirring ſo much from home hath occaſion d all 
the Stirs abroad in thoſe matters, and if they will fit ſtill, 
as in their Circumſtances beſt becomes them, all things will 
goe with greater Peace and Quietneſs, and much more Ad- 


vantage to the Publick. 
This he takes to be à abſperate Remedy, but being the 
only one they 
to their Minds, they will have recourſe to it. 
This is well Reſolv'd, and if they will ſtand firm to it, 
they will find 1 themſel ves, and do much better 
Service to their Country. | | 
But he will not yet wholly Deſpair, ſince a Member of 
Parliament hath told him, that he Whrzs would be oblig d 
by Intereſt, Gratitade, and Ingenuity, to eaſe the Diſſenters 
| of thoſe hardſhips that were brought upon them by the Tories, 
and that be himſelf would bring in a Bill for their Relief as 
ſoon a poſſible. : 
Yer ſtill he is full of Fears; that all this is forgotten, 
fince nothing hath been done for them all this while. And 
tho the Member of Parliament labours to fatisfie them, by 
1. 5 alledging 


have left, he aſſures us, if things be not done 
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alledging Mulkitude of Buſineſs, the Troubles of the Temes, 
and Site; yet theſe are all Iook d upon as {light Er 
cuſes, that may be made uſe of at any time, and ſerve only 
to deceive them by Delays. The Tories (ſaith he) con/d 
carry on the Teſt Al in leſs than a Weeks Time ; but the 
as Age. Thus we fee how eager 
and reſtleſs theſe re in the Purſuit of their Defigns, 
and what they cannot obtain by Argument or Ent 
they endeavour to extort by Importunity, hoping that as 
the unjuſt Judge was preyail'd upon to grant the earneſt 
Suit of a poor Widow merely to be rid of the Trouble of 
her Importunity ; ſo the Government may be perſuaded to 
relieve them, if it be but to relieve themſelves from the 
continual Clamour of their Complaints and Petitions. . - 
But this Author, with the reſt of his Brethren, cannot 
conclude without a Fling 20 the Sacramental Teft, which 


they cannot attempt 70 take off ( faith he) but the Hg 


Church men preſently bellow out, O the Church, the Church, 
Oc. And well they may when they are pulling down her 
Walls and Bulworks to lay her open to the Incurſions of 
all her Enemies. "x2 . 7 

Tis Storied of One that was dumb from his Mother's 
Womb, and could not by any Art be brought to Speech, 
who yet upon ſeeing one about to kill his Father, ſudden- 


ly brake forth and cried, O my Father ! His deep Concern 


for his Father's Life looſen'd his Tongue, and made him 
ſpeak upon that great Occaſion ; in like manner an hearty 
Zeal for the Peace and Proſperity of the Church will make 
us deeply affected for any Imminent Evil that threatens or 
betides it. And to ſeek to remove good Laws made to 
rig and defend it, can be only the Deſire and Deſign of 
uch as bear an evil Will at Sion, Pn Vf; 

Theſe are the humble Requeſts or Demands rather of 
our modeſt Diſſenters, who beg a little to graſp at all; Riſe- 
ing from Liberty to Dominion, from Toleration to Eſta» 
bliſhment, and ſhews how apt they are, if the Government. 
give them an Inch to take an Ell, which our Governours 
no doubt are wiſe enough to diſcover and prevent. I ſhall 
ſhut up all with a, wiſe Obſervation of a late judicious. 
Writer, that ſince in the Civil * good Laws are ke 
| vided 


vided to reſtrain Sturdy Beggars; tis to be hop d, that in 
che Eccleſiaſtical State Sturdy Beggars will not be permit - 
ted to Controul the Laws. I am, Sir. 
e ee Your humble Serv. A. B. 
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INC my Laſt to you, there are come to my hands 
wo or three Letters more, containing the Corre- 
ſpondence held between the Diſſenting Teachers in 

London, and their Diſſenting Brethren in the Coun- 
try for the upholding and promoting their Schiſm; which 
Letters unraveling the ſecret Intregues and Deſigus of the 
Party, now carrying, on and preparing for the next Meet- 
ing of the Parliament, I ſhall give you ſome Account of 
them in their own Words, with ſome ſhort Remarks on 
each Paragraph. Neb 

_ + Thefirſt Letter is from one John Lucas in London to 
John Michel of Eveſham in Worceſterſhire, which begins 

thus: Reverend Sir, WER RES 

A. you ſtand at the Head of that Flock, over which the 

Ha Ghoit hath made you Overſeer, and as the Lord Feſus 
hath given to his Churches the Spirit of Diſcerning : ſo 
doubtleſs you cannot but make this Obſervation, that not one 
Proteflant Diſſenter of what Denomination ſoever in Great 
Brittamn has maat the leaſi Oppoſition againſt the THuſtrious 
Fonſe Hanover; and therefore tis pity, thoſe ſhould nut 
be put into a Capacity equal with other Proteſtants to fland 
up in the Vindication and Support of that Government, for 
uy they have ſo readily ventur'd their All, to procure and 
eftabhſh. | Cn ä 
Where we have another Inſtance of the Diſſenters vain 
and empty Boaſting of che great and meritorious Services 
done by them for the King and Country; which conſiſt 
more of Negatives, of the Evik not done, then of any 
Good done by them; and ſo reſembles that Vaunt of the 
Phariſee, God, 7 thank thee, I am not as bad as other Men, 
or as this Publican, when at the fame time he neglected 
the weightieft Matten's of the Law. And here this Lener- 
es mp 5 writer 
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writer with great Solemnity. uſhers in this wiſe Obſerya- 
tion, that none of the Diſtenters made any Oppoſition to the 
Tllufirious Houſe of Hanover. When he might have ob- 
ſery'd as well, that none of them did it any Service, but ra: 
ther diſſerved and diſturb'd it by their unreaſonable. and 
unſeaſonable Diviſions. _ 

The Truth of that matter is; the Setiling the Crown 
in that Illuſtrious Branch of the Royal Family was a Na- 
tional Act, conſented, to and confiw'd by boch Houſes of 
Parliament, in which was included the Conſent of all 12 
Subjects of Great Brittain ; wherein the Diſſenters had no 
greater hand then the worlt and meaneſt of all the Peopl 
and their Not oppoſing it is, what they had neither Power, 
nor Intereſt, nor Pretence to induce or move them there- 
_ unto. And yet theſe vain Boaſters would fain aſcribe this 
EF Tranſaction to themſelves, as if they were the main 

rops and Pillars of the Kingdow, and he Government 
it muſt neceſſarily fall to the Ground, if the managing 0 
Affairs come not into their Hands; making their Not op- 
poſing it to be 7he procuring and eftabhſhing of it. And 
therefore.they deſerve a N in the greateſt Places 07 
fit and Truſt for 7ts. Vindication and 57 pf, elpec 
having = he ſaith) ventur'd their All for us Ef eden, 

which things are ſo abſurd, falſe, and ridiculous, that tis 
to be wonder d at, how they can have the face to utter or 
pretend to them; and indeed tis fit they ſhould be reward- 
ed according to What they have yenturd, that | &, with 5 
thing. But he go's on; Sir, 
Theſe thing s being premis 'd, 7 muſt next acFuaint Joh 
J am 8 d by ſome worthy Senators, to contrive 
Method's for paring a Bill, which they wi affiſt to 
in the fir f 25 next Se hom, which if God (whoſe Cauſe 
it ts) 20 7o eee, 70! anſbackle the band's of al 
the Protefh ant 2 enter: in Great Mittain. 

Now here tis much to be ſuſpected, that he feigns or 
abuſes ſome worthy Senators, in N 2 Commiſſion 
from them to prepare their Schi matical Projects for their 


propounding or promoting in the next Seſſion. Tis not 
eaſy to believe, that any worthy Senators ſhould employ 
him i in any ſuch Work, or put 1 any ſuch 3 

2 thy 


thy Tak; or if there were ſuch, I think they would give 
him little Thanks, and leſs Aſſiſtanoe, for diſcovering th 
But to render their F 80 the more plauſible, 5 0 
wore effectual, they ſtyle them (ie Cauſe of Gog) the uſua 
Stratagem and Pretence of all Impoſtors and' Seducers, 
who are wont to engage Heaven 1n all their Delufions, 
and to draw in God to their Side, to gain them the greater 
Credit and the better Succeſs. The Rebels and'Regicide 
in Forty one calf all their wicked and Sediribus En, 
itizes againſt the King and Church, by the Name of 757 
.( re of God, the fe of Religion, and the God! old Cane, 
as ſome of their Favourers and Followers ha ye ec nce, 
| which is a great Aﬀeont and Tadiguity offer d to the Bi 
vine Majeſty, to make him the Author or approver of 5 
miſchie vous Machinations, & to N him the fon 
And fallacious Productions of their own Brain, which hach 
' oftety provok'd, him to blaſt and infatuate their Counſels, 


1 


- 


and bring them to none Effect. 


But to encournge them in theſe vile Attempts and Pra. 


ices, he tells them, te bleſſed: Event of them will be tht 
 Unſbackling the hand of all the Proteftant Diſſemers in 
Great?” Britain. Where oy Rar their 4 he 
means.the Repealing of the Laws made for the good Order 
and Uniformity of the Church, which he here calls by che 


name of Shackles, and elſe where of Chains and Fetten; 


which he would have taken off from the hands of Diſſen- 


ters, that they may be no longer held to the Obedience or 


555 they pleaſe. A ſtrange Requeſt, to be made to wor- 
hy Senators and Law-makers, to Undoe what they have 
Men looſe from the Obligation to pious and wholſowe In: 
junctions, and to let in all manner of Diſordex and Con: 
the Ambition and blind Zeal of theſe. Men makes them not 
aſham'd to Ask and Hope for; and therefore may be jult: 


Obſervance of them, but left to worſhip God when an 
18 15 | 54 La and good reaſon Done; to let all 

Tuſion into the Chyrch of Chriſt. And yet This is what 
aer not only with a Repulle, bur a ſharp Rebuke, 
for ſuch Inſolence. 


\ 


In the next Paragraph, he iwgo ſes or a t 
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Task of his Correſpondent in ibele following words: bat 
W, ben you now of Ibis preſent it only this, vis. 
that you will as ſoom as poſſible enqune,, and ſend me an 
Account of all the Meetings in yaur County ; and that you 
may not maſs of anſwering the publitk End, be pleas d 16 
inſert the Names under ihe Deſcription of theſe three Ps, 
uz. Place, Paitor, Principle. 7 ſhall not trouble you with 
the Quakers, Being inferm d of them all at once from their 
general Regifter in London. This being done, of which I 
doubt not Fo Readineſs, / hope ue and all our Poſteriiy at 
laft may heve Cauſe to reguice for the bleſſed Event thereof. 
Here their Politick Scheme leads them to the Numbring 

of the Party, and Ranking them under ſeveral Heads, ibe 
better ta know their Strength, and how to make uſe of 
them as Occaſion ſhall require. A Sin much like that of 
David, who commanded Joab 20 go and number the People, 
to gain the greater Advantage upon his Enemies; but the 
thing diſpleaſcd God, as a truſting too much to the Arm of 
Fleſh, and relying more on the Number and Valour of his 
Men, then upon the Power and Favour of his Maker; for 
which God ee, him, firft with great Trouble and 
Anguiſh of Mind, for Dawd's heart {moze him after he had 
uumbred ihe People, and after with a Raging Peſtilence, 
which deſtroy d many thouſands of the People, and great- 
ly leſſen d the Number upon which he ſo much depended. 

.nd what other aim can theſe Men have in Numbring 
their Party, than to hope by their Numbers (of which we 
find them often boaſting) to overawe or overballance the 
Government, and thereby either to incline or conſtrain it 
to a Compliance with them upon their own texms, which 
may.juſtly move both God and the King, not only to fru- 
ſtrate their Hopes, but to chaſtiſe their Inſolence. | 

In the Cloſe of this Letter, the Writer tells hi Corre- 

{pondeny, that the next time he hears from bim, will be to 

Etre the hands of all the Proteſlant Diſenters in the County 
70 an Addreſs that ſhall be ſent to them, which he makes 
uo doubt, but will be as readily Granted as Ad. Of all 
which be agſires tbe utmoſi Secrecy, left by being made 
Publick, they ſhould miſcarry before they come to the Birth. 
What the Subject or Heads of this Addreſs are, mult be left 


to 


| r 
to time to diſeover; at preſent they are only preparin 
and promis d to be ſent, with the Hopes of being read, 
— , IE cob Þ es 

The only Remark here is, to note the unwearied'Dilt. 
gence of the Party to proſecute and promote their perni- 
cious Purpoſes: How buſy the Heads of them are in Con- 
triving, and how tame and obſequious the Inferiours are 
in Complying with and Executing their Projects? which 
ſhould open the Eyes of Superiours to obſerve and obviate 
their evil Deſigus, eſpecially ſince they are ſtudioully car- 
ried on in the Dark, and do great Miſchief without being 
ſeen. And here the Letter concludes, with aue ¶Bri ftian 
Keſpecr, yours ſincerely in the ſacred Bond's of the Goſpel, 

l Seu i John Lucas. 

This Letter was either by Miſ- information, or ſome 
other Miſtake, or Deſign in the Writer, directed to Mr 
Michel the Church-Miniſter at Eveſham, inſtead of Mr 
Higgs the Conventicle-teacher in that Town, for whom, 


* 


it may be reaſonably ſuppos d, it was principally intended. 


However, upon the Receit thereof Mr Michel commu- 
nicated the Contents of it to ſome of his Reverend Brethren 
in the Neighbourhood, to adviſe and conſider what Mea- 
ſures to take about it; and in the mean time return'd an 
Anſwer to the Correſpondent in London in his own way, 
to get into the Secrets of the Party, and to learn as much as 
might be, what they were about; as particularly to know 
the Heads of the Addreſs that was preparing, and the ny 
ſtance of the Bill intended to be brought into the Houle, 
with other things that may be of Ule for the Service of 


the Publick. 


In the Reply to this Anſwer, which-came ſoon after, di- 
rected as before, he in his Canting Way approves of what 
Mr Michel had done and written, promiſing ſhortly to fend 
the Addreſs down to him. And for the Bill, the Intent of 
that (he ſays) is, to ſe? aſide the Schiſm AF, to promote Aa. 
demick Learning, and to make Diſſenters capable of ſuch 
Places, as his Majeſiy ſhall deems meet to intruſt them with. 
The Schiſm Act againſt private Schools and Seminaries 
of Sedition lies mightily in their Way, which makes them 
earneſtly preſs for the Repeal of it; they know that with- 
out 
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out them the Schiſm muſt die with them, and the Conven- 
tiele fall through the Ignorance of thoſe, that ſhould ſup- 
port it. And therefore they ſtruggle hard for ſome Pri- 
vate Ways of Education, to inſtil thoſe Schiſmatical Prin- 
ciples, that.are neceſſary for its Defence and Propagation. 
They are ſenſible that the two famous Univerſities breed 
up Youth in Principles of Obedience and Conformity to 
the eſtabliſh'd Church, which without ſome other Methods 
would ſettle all in Peace and Unity, and fo put an End to 
all their ſeparate Meetings; and therefore they muſt brin 
up Some to ſow the Seeds of Diſcord and Diviſion, whic 


are the ſole Props and Support of the Diſſenting Cauſe. 


Indeed, the great Enemy of Mankind is bu 7 in plant- 
ing theſe Tares among us, to hinder the Growth of ſound 
Doctrine; and his Emiffaries are hard at work in Building 
this Hay and Siubble upon the Foundation of Cbrifrianiſy. 
which without a due Care they hope may 1n time overtop 
and extirpate it. This the Wiſdom of our Governours 


cannot but ſee, and no doubt their Piety and Zeal will 


prompt them to prevent. | 

But how ſhall we excuſe thoſe from Perjury, who take 
upon them to teachAcademick Learning in private Schools, 
which they have ſworn not to read or inſtruct any in out 
of the Univerſities? But Intereſt and Pride will make theſe 
Men ſtrain hard to render themſelves capable of Places of 
Profit and Truſt, of which they are more than ordinarily 
Ambitious : inſomueh that, if the Door leading to Power 
and Preferment opens not to them of its own Accord, they 
will venture, either to break it open, or to fcale the Walls, 
yea and to undermine the Foundation too, rather than 
want Accels to it. 3 

But twill better become this Godly Party to ſubdue this 
Pride, and to learn the Leſſons of Humility and ſelf-denial, 
which will ſooner advance them to Honour and Power too, 
than vainly to court them, or to exalt themſelves. 

The Letter cloſes with this Promiſe. A faller Account. 
you may expett in the next; of which you ſhall hear more, 
when it comes to hand. In the mean time I am, Sir, 


n Your humble Serv. A. B. 
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& LL the foregoing Pamphlets driving at a Com. 
Naben; 'twill be requiſite to add ſome · 


_ — 


uents of that Evil. | 
the Sake and Relief of Diflenters, and ſigniſies the receiy- 


ing of ſuch as Members of the Church, without the Quali- 
fications neceſſary to their Admiſſion, and the Conditions 


requiſite to their Continuance in it. 3 

Now the main Qualification neceſſary to Admiſſion or 
Initiation into the Church, is a regular Baptiſm receiy'd 
from the hands of Perſons duly Call'd and Authoriz d to 
Adminiſter it. | E 
The Conditions requir'd to the Continuance in it, are 
Confirmation, Submiſſion to its Authority, and Obſervance 
of the Rules enjoin'd for the Decency and Order of its 


Worſhip and Communion. Now the Taking any into the Þ 


Church, and Intitl ing them to the Rights and Priviledges 
of it without theſe Conditions and Qualifications annext 
to it, is what is generally call'd by the Name of Compre- 
henſion; a new Device to Legitimate Schiſm, and Eſta- 
bliſh Iniquity by a Law. | 


But for the better clearing of this matter, we muſt note, 


that the Perſons duly Call'd and Authoriz'd to Adminiſter 
theſe things were by Chriſt's own Appointment; firſt the 
Apoſtles, whom he Commiſlion'd to Go, and Teach all Na- 
tions, Baptizins and making Diſciples every where. AF- 
ter which by a Commiſſion from Chriſt they likewiſe were. 
Empower'd to Send others, as the Fatber had ſent bim, 
and as he bad ſent them. By Vertue of which Commil- 
ſton, they Sent and Ordain'd Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, 
as their Succeſſors in thote Offices: and theſe are the Per- 
ſons, who, by the Apoſtolical Rules and Canons, and the 
continu'd Practice of the Church down to our times, are 
Authoriz'd to admit into, or ſhut-out of the Church. 50 


that they who receive Baptiſm or Ordination by the * | 
ED Rs 0 


X thing touching the Nature, End, and Conſe, 
l For the felt, Comprehenſion is a new Word coini'd for 
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of Suck; ab by a tegular Suooeſſion are Ioipower'd by them 
to do. it, are duly admitted into the Church, and to all che 
R of Church-memberſtup. . For theſe Come in by 


the Dorf amin abe Sheep-fold, and are be true Shepherds of 


the Sheap tbr) Fuck, of Chrikt-. But they, 40bo climb up or 


come iu any orber way by unqualified or unauthoriz d Per- 
ſons, are hieves aud Robbers, who ſteal away the: Sheep 


from their la wful Paſtors and ſeduce them into Barns, 


Halls; or Ware houſes, to make Merchandize of unffable 


Seals. Of this kind are thoſe who ſtyla themſelves by che 


Name of Diſſenters, a Name chat denotes, not only the 
Averſnels of their Minds to the Principles and good Or- 
ders of the Church; but the Perverſi of their Practices 


Comprehenſion, that is, for. Admiſſion into that Church 
from which they own themſelves to be Diſſenters, which 
is to join 2 7 and Darkneſs, Chriſt and Belial in one Fel- 


But beſide the Inconſiſtence, the Injuſtice and Unrea- 
fonableneſs of ſuch Clamours will plainly appear, if we 
conſider, that no form'd Society in the World will receive 


any as Members of it without Subſeriptions and Oaths of 


Fidelity, nor admit them to the Privildges without per- 


forming the Duties and Conditions appertaining to it. And 


can any think it fit, that ſo ſacred and regular à Society, 
as that of the Church, ſhould receive any upon other eaſier 


Terms or take thoſe into its Commumion, who refuſe the 


Conditions, and reject all Obligations to obey the eſta- 
bliſnd Rules of it? None ſure, that underſtand or wiſh 
well to the Peace and good Government of any Society, 
can. think fit to grarifie or comply with ſuch unceafonable 
Demands; Andi yet this is what our craving Diſſenters io 


loudly and earneſtly ſollicit for, and what they cannot gain 


by Reaſon, hope to extort by Clamour. But to yield to 


ſuch Importunity, is no better than (as one wittily expreſſes 


it) to Let in a Thief into the Houſe to be rid of the Noiſe 
and Trouble of his rapping at the Door. 

But to render their Cry for Comprehenſion the more et- 

G fectual, 


And her cheſe are che Perſons that call ſo loudly for a 


and Communion, tis to reconcile Contradictions, 
and to make Fire and Water mix and confiſt together. 
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|  feQtual, they ſiyle it, the ſetting the Churchi-doot. more 

wide and wh ol better: ion of Member, and 

_ enlarging the Way to Heaven for the benefit of the more 
Paſſengers. To this I ſhall reply in the Worda of a Neve · 
rend Father, who grants it indeed fit, that the Church: door 
ſhould always ſtand open: but tis to receive Friends, and 
| ſuch as ſhall be fit to enter. But it would bea dangerout 
thing, to Tet any Door ſo wide open, as to let in an Ene 
my upon them, who may be able to do much more Mif: 
chief within the Doors, than they can without; and there 
are ſome, who, if they cannot openly enter, will creep ot 
wriggle in ſome by way for that Purpoſe. And this is the 
more to be fear d and watch d againſt at preſent, from what 
we learn from a Diſſenter, who in a late Letter to his Friend 
writes thus: once we get in, never fear but ue ſball baue 
Power and Intereſt enough in Church and State to mak} 
ewhat farther Alterations we pleaſe, and to bring things 
nearer to our own Model .. 016 
This is a fair warning of what they aim at, and w 
we may expect from ſuch meek and humble Petitionen 
And if after this we ſuffer our ſelves to be cajol d and un- 
dermin d by ſuch deſigning profeſs d Enemies, we can only 
blame our own Folly, and confeſs our Ruin to come from 
our ſelves. To grant (as one hath well obſerv d) 7s 0 give 
Ground, and ſome Perſons ask ſome things, in order tu ihe 
getting others without asking. No Encroacher ( faith he) 


as ks all at firſt, even Sedition it ſelf is modeſt in the begin 
eps 


ning, but gains Points by degrees, and by inſenſible 
works its ſelf into Power and Preeminence to the working 
out others. He that can get in his Head, will ſoon get in 
his whole Body: and great Evils have riſen from ſmall Be- 
ginnings. Our Diſſenters at firſt deſir d only a little Con- 
nivance or Toleration, which being obtain d, they ſoon 
crav'd for more and greater Liberty, and now will ſcarce 
be ſatisfied without Empire and Command, Eyery Co 
r them to farther Petitions, and their Bold- 
neſs {till encreaſing grew into higher and greater Demands; 


now they ſeek to be receiv'd into the Church upon their 


own Terms, and bringing with them the ſame Enmity to 
and Deſigus againſt it. They would fain be upon 2 
| Ley 
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Level with the other Members, 


find it: whereas 


171 1 5 
that they may in time over- 
top them; and would ſtand upon the ſame Foot, the bet - 
ter to tread them down. Thus they, who not long fince 
pray d to be indulged as weak Brethren, are by Liberty 
and Connivance grown almoſt tod ſtrong for their Maſters, 
So that the Welfare or Ruin of the Church depend upon 
the Opening or Shutting of the Church- door, and the Let- 
ting in or out of fit and proper Perſons to be intruſted with 
ſuch ſacred and important matters. That we miſtake not 
Enemies for Friends, nor let in ſuch into the Church, whoſe 
Principles and Practices tend to ſubvert or overthrow it. 

This will lead me farther to conſider the Meraphor of 


che Church- gate, which our Saviour calls a Srraite Cute, 


and the Hay ge a narrow Way, and few there be that 
e Wide Gate and broad Way leadeth to 
DeſfirutFion, and many there be that go in, and walk on in it 
to their endleſs Perdition. Which made our Saviour in 
the next verſe caution his Diſciples, to beware of falſe Pro- 
phets or Teachers, who would make the Gate of Heaven 
wider, and the Way to Life broader, than he had made 
them; and to that end, would come in. Sheep i Cloathing , 
that is, with Pretences ſmooth and ſoft as Wool, to draw 
the ſtraying Sheep into their Fold: but inwardly they are 
ravenous' Wolves, who ſeek to make a Prey of them, and 
divide the Flock on purpole to devour them. By which 
we ſee who they are, and how to be kearken'd to, who call 
for widening the Gates. of the Church by principles of La- 
titude and Lukewarmneſs, and enlarging the Way to Hea- 
ven by Comprehenſion and Toleration. | 
Moreover, Jeruſalem which in Scripture is ſet to fignifie 
the whole Church, is deſcrib'd to be a City compact lage 
ther, and at unity within it ſelf, which it cannot long be, 
if it let in the 2 of Lſrael. IA 
Again, it is ſaid to be 4 City that hath Walls and Bull- 
works, to defend the Good, and exclude the bad Members 
of it; and how can that be, if it be left free to all Comers 
and Goers, and made Common to thoſe that wiſh we and 
thoſe that bear an evil Mill at Sion? There can be no more 
ready and certain Way to undermine or deſtroy a Church, 
than by weakening the F e which it ome 
2 a 


. 
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la open to the Iuſults a0 Adult in great | 
E St nun bt Dluow bis cart not 
We read of One, who coming tw a little City hat had 
x great Gate; merrily warn d the Citizens, to take heed) leſt 
their City run out at the Gate; in lixe manner it may be ſaid 
to thoſe, that would have the Cliurch- door fo wide-open 
as to let in Sects and Diſſentertꝭ to take heed leſt. tho CRurch 
goe out at the Dor For where ſo many Reli are, it 
may be juſtly fear d, that in a little time there woll be none 


at all: and it 7 hech been wiſely enough obſervd;tharif = 


are not ſettled upon the ſame Foundation and buik 
the ſame Doctrine and Diſcipline, ir will Leal beef 
be found within the ſame Walls: onward. rd; 
And as this Device is r — — to all ond Reaſon, 
ſd 3 is it directly contrary 
ty; and the Price of & 4 ſeriled Churches. 
The Primitive Fathers would receive: no Hereticks or 
Schiſmaticks into the Church, till they had openly and 
thoroughly renounced both their Hereſies & Schiſms, and 
heartily return d (as far as they could diſcern) io the Paich 
and Communion of the church: and all ſuceeeding Ages 
have trod in their Steps, and with good Reaſon and _ 
thority have done the ſame. ' 7h 
And *will be our Wiſdom and Safety to follow cher 
Examples herein, leſt through Negligence or Miſtake 
we take in thoſe Vipers into the Boſom of the Church, 


Mother. 

And yet this is' what our unteaſdnable Dienten 15 
portunately ſue for, and wan, expect from the Ar 
Government. 

But let us enquire a line into what is pretended. and 
propos d as a Reaſon for the complying with this Device. 

And here firſt; ſome alledge the Smallneſs or Littleneſs 
of the things in Difference between us, to wit, only a few 
Rites and Ceremonies, things confeſs d to be indifferent, 
and no way eſſential to Religion or the Worſhip of God; 
and ſince we agree in the Main Fundamental lungen of 
Religion, it ſeems inconſiſtent with Reaſon and Chriſtia- 


ny to inſiſt upon and exclude Chriſtians out of the * 
or 
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whole Current ond ce . 


whoſe Property it is to eat through the Bowels of cheir 


rn 


tu A 

for things of little or no Moment. This is what is cm · 
monly urg d by * beſt Friends and Favouters of the PiG 
eue 0d e le 1b 


is fo far from Excuſing, chat it rather Aggravates the Sin 
of Difobeying them; 
are, the more Eaſy they are to be abſerv'd; and the negleRt 
of them the more Inexcuſable. They chat will Diſobey 4n 
a little thing will ſooner do it in a greatet; and the Reve- 


' rence of Authority is too tender a thing to be {lighted or 


overrul'd in either. For that moves the Queſtion, who 
ſhall yield? whether Governours ſhall ſubmit to Diſſen · 
ters, or Diſſenters to Governours; which with good Sub- 
jets would never come into Queſtion. For how little 
ſoever the things requir d are, Obedience to Goyernment 


is no /ittle tbing; and nothing but great and weighty mat- 


ters indeed can warrant any withſtanding of it. 940 
- Nowitheſe Little things, as they ſtyle chem, being un- 
doubtedly within the Magiſtrate's Power to command, and 
having the Stamp of his Authority upon them, they are 


no more to be accounted Little things, but become tog 


Great to be diſobey d without Diſhonour to the Laws, and 
Detriment to the Publick: D bes 12 0 kdog A 

Adam's eating an Apple, or the forbidden Fruit, was (one 
would chink) a very Little thing, and ſcarce worth any 
Regard: But the Diſobedience, the Ingratitude, the Stub- 
borneſs and Contempt implied in it, enhanced the Guilt, 
and render d it a crying Enormity juſtly. deſerving the 
great Puniſhment inflicted on it. And that which turn d 
our firſt Parents out of Paradiſe may well enough keep te- 
fractory Perſons out of the Churen. 

I have inſiſted the more on this, to filence, if poſſible, 
this Popular Plea, and to ſhew the Weakneſs of this plau · 
{ible Objection. 1% ee 

Secondly, ſome would have Diſſenters taken into the 
Church, to quiet the Minds, and ſtop the Mouths of ſuch 
clamorous Complainants, to free our ſelves from the Noiſe 
of their reſtleſs Importunity, as the unjuſt Judge granted 


the Requeſt of the importunate Widow, becauſe &y * — 
ä ; 


Ren 
In anſwer whereunto, it is worth obſerying , that the 
Smallneſt or Littleneſs of the things enjom d by Authority m 


r the Leſs che things commanded 
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Ne Ws 2, Re 
tinua ] Coming ſbe wearied bim, or as they ſtill the Crying 
of Children 9 and don Fuß with 96/4 mg 
f, think, 5 Cries 4— — 8 — both are better 
ſtill d by the Rod, than by any ſuch Complyances, which 
| 6b than oblige them; and both of them may 
be ſooner whipt than reaſon'd into Obedience and good 
Manners. Beſides, no Laws how wile or wholſom ſoevet 
ſhall be able co retain their Force, if they muſt be yielded 
up to the Petulance of ſuch Petitioners, or laid aſide when 
any number of Men ſhall have Boldneſs or Impudence e- 
nough to oppoſe and exclaim againſt the. 
Again, Ochers think the Peace and Prosperity of the 
Church will be better preſerv d and . by Compre · 
hending than Excluding them; which is as likely, as that 
an Enemy within the Doors will do leſs harm than one 
without; or that a Schiſm within the Church will prove 
leſs dangerous than one that is kept out. To take Com- 
832 for an Expedient of Peace and Unity, is to take 
1on for Medicine; and Swords and Staves for Inſtru- 
ments of Peace and Concord, e. “ 
They, who are acquainted with the Temper of Sectaries 
and Diſſenters, cannot but know them to be {tiff and per · er 
emptory, obſtinate and incompliant with all Laws made . 
for good Order and Government in Church and State; 
which things are commonly accompanied with Pride, Cen- F 
ſoriouſneſs, Ambition, and ſurly Behaviour to all their Su- 
2 in Parts, Place, Office, Learning, or otherwiſe 8 
othing is more frequent with them than Cenſuring and | "7 
Detracting from Perſons, that are far above and better than If 
themſelves; and bitterly 1 againſt the Rules and et 
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Canons of the Church into which they ſeek to enter. n 
This is the known Temper and Demeanour of Diſſen- * 
ters; and to receive them into the Church without Amend- te 
ment and Obligation to better manners, is to take ſo many ls 
Snakes into 1ts Boſom, which have a venom in the tongue, { 
and Adders poiſon under their lips. 21 . 0 
But ſome are apt to think, that the Letting them into 


the Church may put an end to the Controverhes, that are 
occaſion d by the Keeping them out. Whereas, Expe- I 
rience hath often ſhew'd us the quite contrary : Vielding 
WT. + | 2 e 


and Conceſſions have ever enereas d, but never ſatisfied 
their Defires. - Tis but the adding more Fuel to the Fire, 
which never extinguiſhes, but always heightens the Flame. 
The feavouriſh Heats of ſuch Mens Zeal prompt chem to 
be ſtill calling for more; and like Men in a Dropſy, the 


Principles know no Bounds; and they, that are given to 
change, cannot tell where to ſtop; by mending one thing 
after another they marr all, and under a Pretence of Re- 
forming, Ruin and deſtroy the whole Conſtirugon, 
This we have found done by wofull Experience, by Men 
of the (ame Principles, who once already in our own me- 
mory have deſtroy d the Church under a Pretence of Re- 
forming it; and laid aſide its Worſhip and IONS as Une 
lawful and Antichriſtian. And can any think it wiſe or 
{afe to let in thoſe into the Church, who have once alrea> 
dy pull'd it down, without renouncing the Principles by 
which they did it? will not the ſame Cauſes have the ſame 
Effect, and lead them to act over the ſame: thing? yea, 
may not their Deſire and Defign-of Coming in be for that 
end; to play over the ſame Game? and muſt we not be 
very weak to be twice impos d upon by the ſame Artifice? 
Were they indeed Perſons to be gain'd by Lenity and 
Forbearance, or oblig d by Kindneſs and Condeſcenſion, 
were they ever known to make a good Uſe of Favours 
granted to them; there might be ſome Reaſon or Encou- 
nagement to ſhew Favour unto them. But there being no 
Inſtance of their growing better, and many of their be- 
coming worſe by all Grants and Indulgences, it can be 
no Act of Wiſdom or Kindneſs to countenance or comply 
with ſuch Petitioners; for that, inſtead of making them bend 
to the Laws, were to make the Laws bend to them, which 
is to gratifie their Pride, and to harden them in their Ob- 
ſtinacy, making them to aſeribe all Favours more to their 
own Merits, than to the Mercy and Mildneſs of the Go- 
vernment ; and Requiting them only by Requiring more, 
and gaining farther Points upon it: which may be a warn- 
ing to beware of them. - in , ** 
Again, were there any need of theſe Diſſenting Teachers 
to ſupply the Neceſſities of the Church; were the Teig 
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more is given them, the more they crave. - Innovating 


k 


"#1. 


im for lack of Knowledge; or wert Sdind 
8 Teachers Uriven into Corners, Foy might 
well enough be taken from ⁊bence into the Churchy to em- 

their Abilities for the Uſe and Benefit of the People. 

Act ut this (thanks be to God) 1s none of our Caſe, we 
hive regular Sons enough to feed the Flock of Chriſt with 
ſound Doctrine, and goe before them with holy Examples. 
Neither is there any want of Perſons able and willing to 
do! ſo. And tho tis poflible that an un worthy Perſon 
may here or there ereep in, as there was a Judas among the 
kwelve Apoſtles; and our Saviour ſpeaks of ſome, chat ſat 
in Moſes Chair, who ſaid\and did not, yet his Advice in 
ſuch caſes was, to do as they ſaid, and not as they dia with- 
out making any Rents or Schiſms in the Church, which 
are greater and more pronicous | Evils, than Men' $ Private 
e 


lin it 


Moreover, Th this Device of Gee il be | 


niecefliry to comprehend all Sects or none, for they hav- 


all the ſame Plea of Conſcience; aud the fime Potivbce | 


For Liberty, it will be a plain Partiality to Receive one 
And Refuſe another, having all the ſame Claim. To gra- 
tilie one Sect with the neglect of others, will exaſperate 
the Reſt, and inflame the Whole, and ſo inſtead of Recon- 


ceiling and Mending matters, will Marr all and make them 


Worſe. And to let in all Sects into the Church; would be 


_— open the Floodgates of Impiety for a whole Deluge of 


Errors and Hereſies to flow in and overrun it. 

In ſhort then, this new Device of Comprehenſion is at- 
tended with ſo many fad Effects and Conſequents, that may 
very well beget an utter Diſlike and Deteſtation of it; for 
Ir muſt unavoidably deſtroy the Peace, Order, and Unity 
of che Church, and open à Gap for all manner of Confu- 
ſion and Contention to enter into it. Where there are di- 
verſe Sects and different Religions in the ſame Church, 
there will be endleſs Fe wds and Diviſions. 'The Reverence 
and Harmony of Publick Worſhip will be loſt, all Love 
and Caneord deftroy'd, and the Church turn d into Babel 
or a Chaos of Confuſion; for ſome (as one hath truly ob- 


ferv'd) will be for ſerving God in ſer'preſerib'd. Forms of 


Prayer, others with their extomporary Effuſions; fome = 
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munion, others vill fta ad or fic ar both and each of them 
mg and pleading their Cauſe; from: whence nothing 


1 J 
nn mall uße ie Stxplice in Divine Serviges 


others nt, preferring the long Claak or the ſhort! Tunick 
before it; ſome will ba ptixs with the Sigur of the Croſa, and 
orhers wichout it; will kneel at Prayers and the Com- 


will baye their T veral Patties and Fut int, cagerly eſpouſ- 


be expeiſted, bit va in qanglings and pet verſe iſpu udn dr 
ee ee. 
Face of an A any 
ſound. Religion will Narce be ſeen or found , — 
Theſe and many more deplorable Exils Mil 
like to he the unaynidable Conſequents of this 3 — 
vice; which may therefore make all wiſe and good Men 
to abominate and reject it. | 

There were in the Apoltles days — judaizing Chri- 


ſtians, who 3 eaper umciſion, as our 
Diſſenters now do for s 8-08 hd both by falſe 
rilt 


Prophets and Teachers creeping into the Churches 
The former by urging fon on che Gentile Con- 
vert would make den Ddb/ors to keep. the aubole Lawsf 
Moſes, and ſo rang ther yoo that Toke of Bdndage; 
from which Chriſt had maadt 1 The latter by cal- 
ling for Comprehenſion would lay Ade al the Rules and 
Inſtitutionts of che Goſpel; fur — decent and orderly pe 
formance of Divine Worſhip, and ſo introduce all pine 
of Confuſion and Diſorder into the Chriſtian Church. 
Againſt che forrner St Paul fer himſelf with a wbra-dan 
ordihary Zeal and: Vigor, tell ing the Galatians, that of rp 


ufer — ew — Fr" Chrift canld pr ofud thews 


nothing. When St Peter comply d with the 2 too far in 
this matter, St Paul ce Grow 40 tie face, heuauſſe whe 
was to be blamed, And when falſe Brethren preach d up 
Circumciſion to binder the Succeſs and Propagation of the 
Goſpel, the Apoſtle was ſo far from yielding to them dor 
any time, that & gave no place by ſubfectiou to them, #6 
wot for an aro the Truth 4 n might continue 
among them. 

From which ume we are nde krenuonſiy to. op- 


pole thoſe falſe Teachers, who 8 the Artitice of Com- 
| prehenſion 
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prehenſion to let in all Sects, Herefies, Ae 80 
us, and firmly to adhere to the Unity, Peace, and — 
by: of the Church, as the beſt means to preſerve the Seitle-· 


ment and Conſtitution of i it, and to continue r Do- 


Arine and the Purity of the Goſpel among us. 
Wherefore let us all keep cloſe to . 
pline, and Devotion of the eſtabliſh'd Church, and as far 
28 we can, keep all Schiſm, Profaneneſs; and Dilſenſion — 
of it. I chalk conclude wich the Words of the A 5 + 
Be fteafaft, and immoueable, always abounding in i Wok 
FEE, e be. in vain n 
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Layally, The other, Of The former 
AM. © cries ”— the Loyalty Damen, with ſome -far- 
ther Arguments for their private Schools and Academies. 
The Latter calls for ; Amendments and Akerations: in the 
Liturgy or publick Prayers of the Church; both Which 
will require and deſerve a few Animadverſions 


For the Firſt.” The Advocates for Presbytery are loth to 


lie any longer under the Reproach of Diſloyalty and Re- 
bellion; and therefore think it time to ſtand forth and ap- 
in their defence and vindication. And here, if good 
words and flattering Commendations may be taken-for true 
marks and proofs of Loyalty, the wight perhaps bid fair- 
eſt of all Men for the Character of good Subjects, for none 
abound more in ſuch Outward tokens and expreſſions of a 
Verbal Loyalty, than they. But if we examine farther into 
the Principles and Practices of theſe Men, and weigh them 
in the Ballance of the Sanctuary; we ſhall find them want- 
ing. of that true Real Loyalty, AT they ſo often boaſt of 
and * to: yea, if we trace up that Sed to iis Origi- 


nal, 


ins, DCs. 


Have receiv d nil \Pampblam: more e nee me to to Peine, 
The one intituled, 1 Viudication of Presbyterian | 
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Presbyterians, the Earl of Clarendon's Hiſtory of the late 
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: . | 
nal, their pretended Loyalty will I fear be found of no 
longer date than the Revolution; for if we goe higher to 
the firſt Riſe of Presbytery, which was from John Calvin 
in Geneva, Knox in Scotland, and the long Parliament in 
England, we ſhall find them a turbulent and Rebe/ions 
People, hurtful unto Kings, and movers of Sedition every 
where; what troubles, tumults and Commotions they have 
all along from time to time Occaſioned, the Hiſtories of 
thoſe times and places may abundanily inform us. 
The croubles thiat King James the Firſt met with from 
them 1n Scotland were ſo many and great, that one would 
think them too hard for any Soveraign Prince to bear; 
were it not, that his Son King Charles the Firſt felt from 
them much ner And his Poſterity have found the bit- 
ter fruits of their pretended Loyalty ever ſince. Bot of 
theſe things you may read more at large in Archbilhaps 
Spotſwood's Hiſtory of Scotland, Foulis Hiſtory of the 


Troubles, with many others to whom I refer you. 
But the Vindicators of Presbyterian Loyalty do it chiefly 
by way of Compariſon, that is, by Charging others wh 
as many Plots, and as great Rebellions, as can be laid to 
their Charge, which by the way 1s but an Aukward Argu- 
ment for proving of their Loyalty, by making others as 
diſloyal as themſelves, for that is to prove or aſſert their 
own Innocence by bringing in others equally guilty. of the 
{ame crime, which may help to enlarge the guilt, and ex- 

tend it farther, but cannot leſſen or wipe it out. * 
But becauſe thoſe Hints and Accuſations are chiefly le- 
vel d againſt Church- men in the Caſe of the Revolution, 
and what hath happen d ſince, twill be expedient if poſ- 
_ to ſet that great and important Affair in its true 
T0 which End, we may Note, That the Church of 
England hath been ever fam'd for Loyalty and Subjection 
to the Higher Powers; its Doctrine with that of our Sa- 
viour and his Apoſtles, give no Countenance to any Ri- 
ſing up or Rebelling againſt them, and its true Sons have 
often ſuffered for their adhering to it, but never allow d 
any departing or Revolting from it; for the precept is ge: 

2 ner 
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neral and indefinite, LeP every Soul be ſubjet?-to Ae 


Powers,| without an exeeption of Perſons or Cate: And 
the prohibition of Reſiſtance is Abſolute ; 1eho/efwir bert. 
e ee the Power reſilienb an Ordinanie of Gody und 
the} that reſift ſhall receive to thermſehves damnation, which 
St Peter extends not only 70 {he good and gentle, but iaffo't 
the froward; waking it more bunt worthy, to Suffer un- 
dier a bad 'mafier, than to Obey a a good; his is the duty 
and demeanor of good Subjects, as cis fer fotch in e 
toward Wc 80h e Ant g £4 
But Subje ve no power of ju ing, pun f 
ing or de po e of Prinees; yet God Vase who is King 
2 Kings and — only Ruler * Princes, hath a paramount 
ere. tive o 


putting down one, and ſciting up another as 
is infinite wildom ſees fit, And rows, his over- 
ruling hand of Providence hath interpoſed, and uſed this 
prerogative by Changing our Governours, there our Sub- 


miſſion to them is not a > Breaking oft; but a Continuance |} 


of our Loyalty, for ſuch « —_ or Connjt] being of God, 


it cannot be Reſiſted without a fiehting againſt bim; as we | 


read Acta 5. 39. Jeroboains Going off and carrying the ten 
Tribes of Iſrael with him from Rehoboam, is {aid to be of 
the Lora, who promis d and accordingly gare him the Go- 
vernment of them, and therefbre forbad a Oppoſing, and 
requir'd the-owning and ſubmitting to him, becauſe it was 
Jrom him; 1 1 IT. 31. and Chap. 1a. 15.4. Suitable 
whereunto St Paul requires Subycction to the Powers that 
are, becauſe there is no Power 2 of God; 'the Powers that 
be ar ordained of God, and to refift the Powers in being 1s 
zo re/e}t tur Qratmnance of God. Rom. 13. 1, 2. 
Moreover, Protection and Subjection being the Mutual 
and Relative Duties of the Prince and People, we ſtand 
obliged to pay our Subjection to thoſe from whom we re- 
teive protection; otherwiſe we muſt unavoidably fall into 
a a ſtate of War and Confuſion, and loſe all the benefit and 
advantages of Government; to enjoy which, the Apoſtle 
makes it weceſſary to be ſubje? 10 the preſent Pawers, not 
A. for wrath or fear of puniſhment, but for Coſcrensr 
verſe . of that Chap. | 


This 


ER ISI 
= 


of England Loyalty in this great and difficult Caſe, where- 
in yet humbly ſubmit to better Judgments, . _ .... a 
Bat the ar gy Hops Loyalty is of a very different Na- 
ture and Kind, for that allows of and encourages the op- 
poſing and over ruling the Authority of Soveraign Princes, 
of calling them to an Account for male Adminiſtration, of 
which themſel ves or the people are to be judges, and ſo 
may arraign, condemn, depoſe and execute Princes, as they 
{hall think neceſſary, and thereby fer the ſubordinate 
Powers above the ſupreme; which are principles Sedi- 
don and Rebellion, that have a pernicious influence upo 
the publiek peace and proſperity both of the Prince . 

People: and are therefore to be carefully waich d againſt. 

But the Presbyteriaus are unwilling that theſe principles 
ſhould die with then, and therefore call loop or private 
Schools and Academies, to breed up their Children in the 
ſame ſentiments, and to propagate the poiſon to poſterity. 
This they take to be a matter of ſo great Conſequence to 
the Diſſentiug Cauſe, that the very Being and Continuance 
of it depend mightily upon it, for the Conventicle muſt in 
time drop and fall to the ground without ſome learning 
to uphold. it, tho' ſome ſmall ſmatterings of it with a 
great deal of boldneſs and confidence are ſulficient for the 
great work of diyiding and deluding the People. And this 
makes them fo ſollicitous for ſome places of private Edu- 
cation of youth for that purpoſe. 424459 bY 

Now to raiſe the Credit and Eſteem of theſe little Aca- 
demies; This Vindicator wich other of his Brethren 
ſeeks to undervalue and detract from the honour of 
the Univerſities, he ſtyles them indeed Seminaries of 
Learning, but omits the mention of Sound Religion , 
which is uſually joyn'd with it, to intimate that little or 
none of that is to be found in them, and tis frequent a- 
mong them, to call them the Nurſeries of Vice, rather than 
the Seminaries of Virtue and Religion; but cenſuring and 
defaming is no new thing with them, with whom evil 
ſpeaking is almoſt as Common as ſpeaking. A 

Another of them labours to diminith the Reputation of 
their Learning too, making their Rival Schools equal, if 

| not 
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not ſuperiour to them therein, for he Asks'the -Quellion, 
Whether Learning be ſo tender a piant, that it ui not 
" thrive out of the Soil or Air of Oxford and Cambridge? But 
may not the good culture and great improvements of that 
Soil give great Advantages to Learning; and make it thrive 
and grow better there, than in other more barren and un- 
cultivated places? is not the wiſdom and learning of the 
whole Nation deriv'd from thoſe fountains?- this is well 
. known and acknowledg d too by all that have any ſhare 
i of it, and is denied by none but thoſe that want it; tis a 
F true ſaying, ſcientia non habet inimicum prater ignoran- 
tem, knowledge hath no enemy but ignorance, and learn- 

ing is undervalued by none but ſuch as do not know its 

worth, all others ſet a high price upon it, and honour the 


2 8 


N nz, A = = 


places from whence they receiv'd it. 
But zs Philoſophy (faith he) confin'd to Colledges ; and ſo 
circumſcribed in thoſe enchanted Caſtles, as never to go a- 
broad to take the air in other places, but only favonrs thoſe, 
who wiſit ber magical Palaces? In Anſwer to this, tis 
more than probable, that this Author receiv'd his Educa- 
tion from one or other of our famous Univerſities, which 
he now labours to depreciate, and ſo turns the Artillery of 
his Arguments and Philoſophy againſt thoſe renowned 
ſeats of learning, that furniſhed him with both ; which 
Juſtly calls in Queſtion the gratitude and ingenuity of ſuch 
Diſſenting writers, and ſhews them to diſſent as much from 
good manners, as they do from good Orders. But hg goes 
on and Asks, Are Ariſtotle, Gafiendus, and Deſcarieg di- 
ferent Books out of the Univerſities, from \ what they are 
there? No, but though the Books are the fame, yet I hope t 
he will think the Opportunities and Advantages of under- 
ſtanding them, to be much better and greater there then 
elſewhere: perhaps thoſe Learned Books are little read, 
and leſs underſtood in private Schools, and oertain it is, 
that the expounding of them to any purpoſe, requires men 
of greater Age aud Abilities, then thoſe places can aftord, 
which are no where ſo well to be met with as in the Uni- 
verlities. f | {4 
But if the Scholars (ſaith he) in private Schools have a 
bike Ledien, a like Induſtry, a lis Exerciſes; what ſhould 
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binder tbem from a like Learning with thoſe in the 
Univerſities? Now tho cul wit wh oe) parts may do 
much; yet I hope he will not co paltry Exerciſes 


and Per rmances of School. boy 8 as the Learned Exer- 
ciſes and Lectures of the — and that they: may 
learn as much from one as the other. if he thinks fit to al: 
ſert that, I ſhall not think fit to Reaſon any * — with 
One, who will venture to ſay an 2 ke to 17 a 
Cauſe; for which he thinks he m 

But yet afier all, Tis not the . or eee 
the Univerſities, that make theſe Men ies to them; 


bat theit Learning that there, which they would not bare 


them, namely a firm Adherence to the Eſtabliſh'd Orders 
of Church and State, which the Inſtructions of their pri- 
vate Schools, and Meetings labour hard to ſubvert; And 
tis no wonder if they are Enemies to thoſe Perſons and 
Places, that ſtand in 5 way, and hinder * ſucceſs of 


their Beloyed een, 1 A Sir, 
| d "Yours A. B. 
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Tenth Letter. [; 
SIR. 78A 7 Us 4443403 "IF pts * 
HE other Ra eee in wy y Laſt is In- 
titu led Plain dealing; the plain Jeon of the Au- 
tor whereof, is hy ſome trifling Objections a- 
a  giinſtthe Ceremonies and'terms'of Communion 
to juſtifie: the Separation, to draw from the Church; and en- 
creaſe the number of his Followers; And with other of hi 
Brethren to ſet up a Cty for Amendments, Abatements ani 
Alterations in the terms of Communion, or to be admitted 
without them; all which upon a due Examination I fear 
will be found not ſo much plain as foul and falſe Dealing: 
as by conſidering a few of them will plainly appear. 
The Firſt Exception he hath againſt the Church, is in 
the very Entrance into it by Baptiſm, wherein he Condemns 
the Uſe of Godfathers and Cadmothert, as an invention and 
En tion of Men, and not an Inſtitution of Gh; _ 
wo 


* 


1 
fore to be laid aſide in tk OY 
tion.of it. 25 7 ) 


Now Hough this Uſage het 2 haciebe ke Chaney 
ea tho*'we find it uſed m the Jewiſh Churck, herein 
ts had witneſſes and undertakers at their a won into 
the Covenant by Circumcifion; from hence it was deriv'd 
ind continued in the Chriſtian Church to this day, ; and 1s 
fill practiſed in'the Reformed Churches abroad; yet this 
Noveliſt would have it laid "Hide; becauſe t 1 W t wen- 
tion u in Holy Seri 5ture, as if tis Cireuwltance er Ge. 
mony may be vs d about Holy chings, but what i; expteſily 
mention d there; and nothin bs left to the Wiſdom and 
Authoriry of Governouts for ing the ſmalleſt . mat- 
| hot which would in many e and contradict 


would have "ou 


r own practice. N ie 2 01132 


But tho Ah de not parti — 4. — d, yet le 
is it no Where forbidden in Scripture but is highly cotſo- i 
nant to the general Rules of iter Deceney and Edifica- Wl © 
tion, mention d there, and very agreeable to the nature, end th 
and uſe of Baptiſm, v1z. the benefit and good Education of n 


Children, which may abundantly warrant the practice; and 
he may as well declaim 165055 7 Fonts, and other de- 
cent uſages of commanded in Scri- 
pture. Beſide, the uſe 0 Goc 1 and Godmothers, is 
no ſinful Addition to the Ordinance of Baptiſm; nor is it 
cee d by che Church as any 'necellary er Efleftidl | part 
it, for ſhe'Omits it in the Caſe of — priſm, Which 
the declares to be f rfect, full, and fuff wichout 
But Parents (fanh he) are  farbidadew 7 the Church 
To preſent or 8 for Ker [view CO ”w ere they 
are chiefly concern'd. 


This is either a wilfal; or an we abe for Si 
/ Parents are nor forbidden to do either; but the Church re» Wl 
quires others to be join d wich them for the borer ſecurity R. 
of Children im caſe of che deach or negligence of Barents, I fe 
which is ſo wiſe, wholeſom, and piods an Iuſtirution, er 
chat inſtead of cavilling and complaining, all Patents ought 
to be highly thankful, that ſo great care is taken for che Ch 
Welfare and Education of thei? Otfpring.. "IN - 


But 


Fe —__ e 
Bat % Church (adds he) Obliges Goafathers and God: 
morhers to promiſe that for Children, which no Man can 
perform for himſelf, which muſt be therefore an impoſition, 
that no Mary of thought or Conſcience can allow. In Anſwer 
to this, which is often ſaid in this Caſe, we muſt know 
har this Protaiſe made by Stretiti in the tame of Biptized 
Infants, is not that they ſhall actually Renonnce all their 
COH Enemies, and keep God's Holy Will and Command- 
ments, an wall in the ſame all the days of their Ae; for 
this is more then any Man living can promiſe for himſelf 
or any other; but only to uſe their 'endeavours for that 
ny gd that they "may be 38 brought up to lead a 
iy and Chriſtian life, which by the Grace of God con- 
curring, they may and ought to do. So that this Collateral 
ſecurity of Sureties added to the Natural Obligation of Pa- 
et tents, to take care of their Religious Education, may be a 
„good means of Effecting ir, and is not fo much an Impoſi- 
uon, as a pious and excellent Inſtitution, which Men of 
thought and Conſcience may and will do their beſt 1 
\f Wl form; "whoſe Afliſtance therein may contribute much to 
4 Wt the Actual fulfilling of what they have ſolemnly promis d 
ind engag © e | 
1 Neither is the Abuſe of this Inſtitution, by the neglect 
of thoſe who have undertaken this Office, (which is Iike- 
wife Objected) a ſufficient Argument for laying aſide the 
uſe, but a ſtrong reaſon to Amend and Correct this Abuſe 
of it, by calling wok and ſtirring up Sureties to a more 
careful minding of their Duty for the future. „„ 
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5 | Secondly, another fault he finds in the Office of Baptiſm, 

tb igning Cbrlurem with the /ign of "the Croſs in the Ad- 
miniſtring of it; which he looks upon as a Sacramental 

ic Wl Sign, Similitude, or Image, forbidden in the ſecond Com- 

„ nandment; and likewiſe much Abuſed by the Church of 

y Rome, and tending to Idolatry and Superſtition; and there. 

s, Wl fore neceſſary to be laid pace, or left at liberty to be uſed 

n, or not, as Men are fatisfied about it in their own minds. 

*e But is it fit, that fo ancient a Rite or Uſage of the 

ie Church, for we find it us d by many of the Primitive Fa- 

thers in honour of our Saviour, and confirm'd too by the 

Authority of our own and other NT Ga thould _ 
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t 
crificd to the Levity of ignorant innovators, and left at 
every ones plealure, whether he will Obey it or not? 
mult not this proſtitute the honour of Chriſt and his 
Church, together with the Dignity and Authority of Go- 
vernment, to be diſobey d in ſo ſmall, and yet fo me- 
morable and uſeful a Ceremony? which is uſed meerly as 
a memorative ſign, to put baptis d Perſons in Remembrance 

of Chriſt's dying and ſuffering on the Croſs for their Re- 
demption, and to mind them of their Duty in taking up 
the Croſs at his Call, and to follow him by the Croſs, to'a 
Crown of endleſs lor. W thts yt 
The Church does not make or intend it for a thing ne- 
ceſſary or eſſential to Baptiſm, which ſhe owns may be 
full and compleat without it: nor does ſhe aſcribe any 
thing of a Sacrament to it, not being enjoin'd by Chriſt as 
a means of Grace, nor having any promiſe of Grace an- 
next to it, nor So a ſeal or pledge to aſſure us there- 
of, which are the neceſſary ingredients of a Sacrament; 
much leſs hath it any thing o an image or ſimilitude for- 
bidden in the ſecond Commandment; for that prohibits 
only ſuch likeneſſes, as are made or worſhiped in the room 
or ſtead of God, which none can be ſo weak, as to affirm 
of the Crois in Baptiſ mm...... 

In ſhort, This fign is requir d only as an honourable 
Badge of our Chriſtian Profeſſion, to ſignifie that we ſerve 
a Crucified Saviour, and that we are not aſhamed of the 
Croſs of Chriſt, to whole Service we have dedicated our 
felves, but rather Glory in it, as our great honour to be 


liſted in the number of his followers, adoring not the ſign 


it felf, but only the Perſon repreſented by it; and is there- 
fore no more to be blam'd or laid aſide, for the Abuſe of it 
by Papiſts or others, then we may lay afide the Holy Scri- 
prures, becauſe they are abuſed and perverted by Hereticks 
and Schiſmaticks. aa. ne 

Theſe are his frivolous exceptions about the Sacrament 
of Baptiſm : But be hath as weak as theſe in the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper, and that is, h cannot receive ( ſaith 


o 


he) the Sacred Elements, which is an- Inſtitution of God, 
uuleſ: they receive it Kneeling, which.is an invention of | 


Men; And becauſe this is ſo light a matter, he owns 0 
| | e 7 PO00G 
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Plain Dealer hath many more of = ſame Nature, againſt 
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the next words, That '/is not the poſture, but the impoſe 


tion of it upon tender Conſciences, that they blame. Now 


muſt it not be a ſtrange fort of pee viſnhneſs and perverſneſs, 
to diſlike or refuſe an innoceut becoming thing, meerl 


becauſe it is Commanded; and by chat Authority too, whi 


they are bound to obey in far greater matters? this is as if 
a Servant ſhould ſay to his Maſter, who bids him kneel at 
his Prayers, that he hath indeed no exception againſt the 
Geſture, but he will not do it becauſe he is bid. Who 
would not be moved with indignation againſt ſuch a Ser- 
vant, and make him feel the 9 2» his diſpleaſure? 
And is not ſuch an Affront much higher and provoking, 
when offer d to our Saviour, or to thoſe to whom he hath 
given Authority in his Church ? 8 

But their tender Conſciences (ſaith he) cannot bear ſuch 
an Impoſition. Sure, that muſt be a very ſore and tender 
Conſcience indeed, that cannot bear the weight of ſo light 
and eaſy a Command, yea, it looks more like a ſeared or 
skittiſh Conſcience, thus to Strain at the Gnat of an in- 
nocent Ceremony, and at the ſame time to ſwallomw the Ca- 
mel of Schiſm and diſobedience. 

He that hath any true Love to his Saviour will not neg- 
lect the Remembrance of him, upon the {light account of a 
geſture or Ceremony; much leſs will he refuſe the tokens 
of his love, becauſe he is to receive them kneeling. 
The Church hath taken all poſſible care and caution to 
remove all fcruple or ſuſpicion of worſhipping 'the Ele- 
ments by that poſture, and declar'd it to be enjoin'd only 
as a Token of Humility: and Reverence to our Maker in 
Receiving them; and therefore it muſt be a Token of great 
ignorance or irreverence, to neglect or refuſe them in that 
humble geſture. ' We commonly kneel to Princes in deli- 
vering Petitions to them, and receiving favours from them; 
and {hall we ſhew leſs Honour and Reverence in Addreſſes 
to Almighty God in the moſt ſolemn Acts of his Worſhip, 
then we are wont to do-to Earthly Princes in far leſſer 
matters? Let that be far from us. x [271 

But beſide theſe {light and trivial exceptions againſt the 
Rites and Ceremonies-us'd in the two Sacraments; This 


the 


Reading 
ings, againſt wearing the Surplice, and the like, all which 
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rhe Litargy and Af 
Lung and umſrriptural Forms of Pr. 
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phal 'Writ- 


have been anſwered a hundred times over, and very lately 


in a wel L written Pamphlet, Intituled, The Church of Eu- 
gland indicated, and Separation - from ber Chmmumion 


ewd'1o be Canſeleſs and Schiſmatical, againſt Mr Owen's 
Plain dealing, to which I refer the Reader. 

Nou from theſe and ſuch like frivolous Objections, his 
Dilleating Brethren. ſet up a Cry for Amendments and Al. 
terations in the publick Prayers of the Church, and the 
terms of its Communion. © / 

Indeed Amendment is a plauſible Term, and the call- 
ing for it ſigniſies a ſeeming delire that all things in the 
worſhip of God ſhould be 4 after the beſt manner; that 
his ſervice ſhould be perfect and worthy of him, by Amend- 
ing what is amiſs, and Adding what is defective in it. 


Moreover this carries with it a ſhew of great willingneſs 


to be ſatisfied, and a readineſs to comply with publick Or- 
ders, if a few things were but a little Alter d and Amended: 
hereby they would perſwade the World, that they are only 
kept from Conformity by principles of Conſcience; that 


there are ſome things that juſtly Offend, which if they 


manner of its e 


were laid aſide, they would no longer Diſſeut from, but 
gladly cloſe in with the Church. r 

But what is the end or deſigu of theſe plauſible pre- 
tences? why ! If we ſearch into the Bottom of them, we 
{ball find their end to be quite different from what is pre- 
tended, and that their Aim is not ſo much for the Amend- 
ment, as the Abolition of the Liturgy ; to effect which, 
they firſt caſt reflections upon it both as to the matter and 
ſure, finding ſuch faults in both, as 
to ſtand in need of being mended, and by that means to 
put the Church upon continual Altering, Reforming, and 


Adding to it, till they Reform it all away. 


This hath been once done already, viz. in the days of 
the great Rebellion, when the Cry of Reformation was ſo 
loud and frequent that all things that were ancient and or- 
thodox, were laid aſide as Antiquated and Carnal Ordi- 


nances, and all new and. upſtart things receiv d as more 
N 2 Spritual 


. 
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Reformers mended. matters in the State, by changing Mo+ 
narchy into Anarchy and a Common: wealth; and by 
Murdering a good King ſet up an Army of Tyrants; they 
Reform'd the Church by changing Epiſcopacy for Presby- 


tery and Independency; A Luurgy for a Directory; and 


Order for Confuſion, and compleated their Reformation 
by Sects and Sacrilege. All which brought that miſery and 
trouble upon the Land, that the People weary of thoſe 
Changes, willingly. return d again to the old Conſtitution 
in Church and State. | „ e 7: 1619 

But after the happy Reltoration, wherein all things 
were ſettled upon the ancient foundations, there arofe ſome 
of the ſame principles and deſigns with the former, who 
renew'd the Cry for Amendments and Alterations in the 
Liturgy. To gratify whom, King Charles the ſecond Ap- 
Pann a Meeting of ſome Divines of the Church of Eng- 
a 


nd, and ſome of the Brethren of the Separation at the 
Savoy, to conſult and confer together about that matter, 


in order to unite his Subjects in one Fellowſhip and Com- 
munion; where though ſome Alterations and Additions 
were made, yet that would not content them, but they were 
ſtil] calling for more; and not only ſo, but formed a new 
Liturgy of their own, which they ſtyled the Reformed 
Liturgy, moving for the eſtabliſhing of it in the room of: 
the other, or elle a Liberty of uſiug one or the other at 
Diſcretion : and tho the King deſired, as well as requir'd 
them to read thoſe parts of the Common Prayer againſt 


which they had no exception, for the fake of peace and to 
2 nothing would ſatisfy them, but 
de 


prevent diviſions; 
either the laying aſide the old, or ſeting up their ne w- 
tangled model by its fide, which made his Majelty injoin 
the uſe of the Liturgy with greater ſtrictneſa, and turned 
the deaf ear ever after to ſuch obſtinate Innovators:  _. 
All which make it evident, that the main Drift of theſe 
Men, is to have the beſt compos'd-Liturgy or forms of 
Prayer to be removed, to make way for their Novelties 
and extempore effuſions; yea they have a farther fetch in 
It, to wit, to make the Church by continual Alterations 


the inſtrument of its own Ruin, and to pull down the beſt 


Con- 
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Spiritual and better means of Edification. Thoſe Bleſſed 


1 
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Conſtitution in the World by its own hands. This puts 
theſe Reſtleſs enemies upon watching all junctures, and 
laying hold of all opportunities of working their ends 
upon it, and by catching at ſome favourable conceſſions 
ot Church men to render them Acceſſary to their own de- 
ſtruQign. To 2 which, we ſhould be as wary of In- 
novation, as they are watchful for Alterations; and not 
too eaſily yield to either. 4 

The Church indeed hath wiſely declar'd as well againſt 
too much ſtiffneſs in Refuſing,” as too much eafinets in 
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granting Alterations, the better to avoid the Evils of both. ſo 
and therefore though ſhe ſometimes hath, yet never with- nc 
out urgent Reaſon admitted any change to be made in its th 
publick Service, well knowing the miſchief of Altering MW bc 
_ well-advis'd Eſtabliſhments; ' where the inconveniencies W nc 


of Change are commonly more and greater, then thoſe ic 
pretends to Remedy. The Prophet Jeremy bids us to land er 
in the ways, and ſee, and as} for the old paths, where is ra 
the good way, and walk therein, and ye ſhall find reſi for 
your Souls: though there were ſome perverſe People in his N 


as well as in our days, «who ſaid, we will not walk therein, A 
Jer. 6. 16. ſuch as theſe inſtead of finding Reſt to their el 
Souls, give no Reſt to themſelves or others, but create C 


much trouble to both: he that leaves the beaten track may C 
ſoon fall or find himſelf in the Briers, and who knows N 
the evils and dangers into which Innovations lead? Twas tt 
therefore a well adviſed Canon in the Council of Nice, S 
Ta ãaia id. xprize, Let ancient Cuſtoms be kept to, which oy 
having paſt the Teſt of many Ages, are more ſafe then un- 
try'd Novelties. It muſt needs be no ſmall Reflection on 
the publick Prayers to be always mending them; and it 
ſuch deliberate and well-weigh'd Compoſures require fo 
much Amendment, how imperfect (think you) mult ſud- 
den and haſty Conceptions be? yea, it cannot but be a 
t prejudice, as well as ſcandal to Religion it ſelf, to 

nd in continual need of Reforming, which occaſion d 
that {harp Sarcaſm of the Poet, E 2 


Ar if Religion were intended [ 
Fer nothing elſe but to be mended. - 


Whereas 


Whereas if we would take more care to mend our 2 
we ſhould ſee little Reaſon to mend our Prayers. Stable and 


truths, and firmly adhere to the forms of ſound words. 
They are only weak and wavering minds that reject the 
old, and affect too much new things, and fo ke children 
are toſs'd to and fro and carried about with every Wind of 
ine. It only gratifies the deſultorious Levity and in- 
conſtancy of Men given to Change, to be entertam d wich 
varieties of Alteration, this claws their itch of Novelty 
which is the ſcab of the Church, and infeſts it with many 
ſore and peſtilent Evils; for Men addicted to change can: 
not tell where to ſtop, what is mended to day may put 
them upon calling for more to morrow ; who ſhall ſet 
bounds and limits to this Reforming humour? and 3s it 
not better to ſtop while we are well, then to 90 on and 
endanger by change to make matters worſe? Experi- 
ence ſhews us, that Amendments never ſatisfy, and Alte- 

rations commonly end in the Deſtruction of the whole. 
Beſide all which, this humour of Change deſtroys the 
Harmony of Confeffions in the Churches, by leading from 
Ancient and well-adviſed models, to upſtart and new fan- 
gled Inventions, which breaks the peace and unity of the 
Catholick Church, and leads to all manner of Schiſms and 
Confulions. I have ſaid the more of this, to convince | 
Men if poſſible of the danger of Innovations, and alſo of | 
the wiſdom and ſafety of that Advice of Solomon; My 
Son, fear God and the King, and meddle not with them, 

that are N Th 63 36 War | 

I ſhall ſhut up all with a word of Advice to our Dif- 
ſenting Brethren,” and that is, to lay aſide their prejudices 
againſt Forms of Prayer, and innocent Ceremonies, con- 
fes d on all ſides to be in their nature indifferent; which 
are enjoin d and us d in all National Churches in the World. 
Our Church hath but few of them, and ſuch as are no hin- 
drance but furtherance of true Devotion. The Lutheran 
and Forreign Churches have many more, and they \who 
refuſe Communion with us upon that account, cannot 
ſafely Communicate with any other Chriſtian Church; for 
Which reaſon they are not only juſtly blam d at home, but 
it h gene- 


well-ſettled Chriſtians are fixd in the belief of ancien 
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; A W all the Prod ial 
2 abroad, which one wolld think thould prevall 
| wich them, no longer to continue thoſe Di Wies Which 
give lo great an Occaſion to the Enemies of Chriſtianity 
to blaſpßeme. The Atheiſts, Deiſts, and Libertines f the 
Age make uſe of them to detide and 8 Religion 
. ſee is become litils be # Bons of Co- 
_ thiition, fit only to be'calt Way. is likewiſe 
Wake their N of them, and have be Pop e 


1 


ſome ho 
dk coming in by the Breaches made by theme Wherefore 


wy Brethren, be perfwaded at laſt to heal and Cee vp 
theſe Breaches by joining in the Communion with the 
found Members + the Eſtabliſh's Church, which will beſt 


_ qualify and prepare you for che- Comanien with the 
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Saints in Heaven . en 


ö 1 8 \ +: SPP) N. 7 11d 11 * n 7 42 ; 
Det N £ 9 $ : $5 . * # 14 44 Sw i BY * "7 A {2 " 1 Fa * 4 W 1-7 +$ ! 7; 
; 23 A * ö 8 5 5 | . 
& # N 221. * 14 " of 4. . 123 A „ At TY ' 3 oy by w ** . * A 35 »# 8e 
r 1 9 I ; N 225 
1 131 S C | * 2 
by, 14+ Bo 34+ 3 Tas 5 6 2 185 . 1 AWY 
ö * ws # <4 Sel 1.a fo 8 " FAS 4; F : 5 HF . 70 2 . 5 * 7 758 Bu 1 * 5 2 2 YE 8 * 1 
d g 8 " * -. © : | * 
. 1 FX; * 35 - . 0 
; 892141 » FX | 2 * >, 4 
wy 91 * LS 4 } Lk. : : * $» * * * 9 
. E ay N * 7 
* D 2 2 7 © 2 
I Ay 3 * #4 * 4 
- — 1 $*.ta5 9 
- Fat: IA ene 
| 1 2 by OY p * 
= f - g 3 . 9 = A 
1 , 72 44a ! g L788 4A. * * {ts 
7 * : | y : Fx | [4 — 4 + 1 
Fl L £ » pt a+ - 
p 3 04549 n ode l is 5 4 
1 5 


1 aa P . ” 7 ” | 0 %Y e 1 4 ; * - 4 i 
, * = 0 4 "> 4 
* C * * 4 © 1 1 r Fw 8 5 » * a 4 - 1 * <C* a. * 4 0 
, , 
; - . 0 4 21 20>, 8 X * 4 
. 4 5 if * *. * " 1 71 6 $4 - % * 3 
a 1 IP, . « . - — W 7 
I, Here 01 9999 „ Thea ds 10 bs Tele 46 SL ws $3. "4 +4. 
* * _ £ £ 4 LO * * * , 
einge ö | Wy OW c 
ern 06 at 8 15 W N 2 * 
. ox , » Ca 1 


% age FIG 3 415 
a | Lt] * 1 
— | | Ars gow: Printing on Soblerion 10 the. >a 
8 { theſe two Books, A Tube abe 's Septua- 
--- pint, whereby the Whole will” d complete; and Line Twi 


br Nauru, Authore'Facobs Coll. Bal. Oxon. Like-- 
© Wiſe at Tendi are Print Ly 1 Commen- 
8, Authore Dav. I H. Saua. Soc. For theſe 
\ . _ three Bdoks Propofab are deli 4, 26d. Sablcri cription taken by Edward 
 Whiſther Bookſeller in Oxford, Miſcellaneous Tranſlations from Zion, 
_. Ovid, Moſchus, — Mer Audiſon; with an Original Poem on Bowling 

Printed ſor Edw. Mſutiler: and nen en 1 


a A e * eie 


4 * 
| — * - F 
© 5 P > * o _ 
4 f > 
+ W» Pl * © 
. wi ” 


